
PMHC Junior & Youth Selection Policy and Playing Objectives - 2017-18  

Plymouth Marjon Hockey Club prides itself on providing opportunities for all players to reach their 
potential. This is achieved through a wide range of coaching and playing opportunities. The club 
enters a wide range of competitions to ensure all members can access the appropriate level of 
competition. This means that players are selected by the club coaches/managers to play in the 
appropriate level of competition to enable opportunities to develop and enjoy their hockey. At the 
same time the club seeks to perform and succeed with the aim to reach national finals at all age 
groups.


Depending on the ability and confidence of the player most will play within their own age group 
which are based on U8 (sch yr 2/3), U10 (4/5), U12 (6/7), U14 (8/9), U16 (10/11), U18 (12/13) 
unless;


1. a player would benefit from playing up an age group due to their technical/tactical/physical & 
social ability. This decision will be made in consultation with the parent and coach/manager.


2. a player would benefit form playing down an age group due to their technical/tactical/physical 
& social ability of the player.  This decision will only be made in consultation with the parent 
and coach/manager. This is only possible if the rules of the competition permits which 
includes the Friday night Plymouth Junior League.


Friday Nights - The club will field sides to enable all players the opportunity to play competitive 
hockey. The focus of a Friday nights for the players is on developing their skills and confidence 
but not ultimately on the performance. The only time the club will field graded teams is at the end 
of season finals nights. 


Players will be challenged in different ways on a Friday to support their development to become 
more rounded players. Players wishing to be challenged will be asked to play in different positions 
to try different skills in a game situation. This will mean the performance will not be measured 
based on the result but the success of the players trying to achieve their own objectives. It is the 
role of the coach to set the teams up to provide challenge through an organised approach. 


Players are encouraged to engage with the coaches so they understand what their personal 
objective(s) are. Players are encouraged to share their objectives with their parent(s).


Coaches, manager and parents are therefore asked to praise and reward the effort and 
application in working to achieve their objectives and not the end result. This will enable the 
players to not fear making mistakes and learning from them in order to become a better all round 
player.


Sunday Devon Festivals and Devon Finals - the club will field progressively more selective 
teams in the build up for the Devon Finals. This is to enable the teams to have the best chance of 
progressing to the regional finals. If successful the club will always select the best players to 
represent the club at the County and Regional finals in its A team.


England Hockey Championships  U14/U16/U18 - the club will always seek to select and field 
the best teams for the England Hockey Championships. This may include associate members 
who train with the club. 


Membership - the club provides a range of memberships which includes the opportunity for 
players who train and play for another senior club to join as an associate member to play for one 
of the club’s junior/youth sides. This is to enable a player to play junior/youth competitive hockey 
if their main club does not enter the higher level competitions while enhancing the chances of 
PMHC EH Championship sides capable of reaching the finals.  This usually only occurs from U14s 
upwards. The club also works very closely with Ivybridge Junior HC which is a partner feeder club 
run by club members. The club from time to time may work with Ivybridge to field U8/U10/U12/
U14 teams on a Friday or Sunday if its enables more players to play matches.


