
Olney Runners Juniors (ORJ) 

Procedure for concerns about Junior runners’  

behaviour at ORJ sessions 

ORJ sessions are provided free to Juniors who are keen to work hard and enjoy their running. 

The Run Leaders who support them are delighted and proud to work with the vast majority of 

Juniors who follow instructions, and are cooperative, respectful and supportive of other Juniors, 

the Run Leaders and the wider Olney community. 

Parents have all signed the statement on the membership form: “Care for self and others - I 

have discussed with my child the responsibilities they have to look after themselves, other 

runners and the wider Olney community, while running with the Club. They have agreed to follow 

all instructions and guidance given by ORJ coaches and run leaders.” 

Run Leaders are volunteers who are trained to develop running, but are not expected to tolerate 

occasional or persistent unwillingness to follow instructions; a disregard for safety; or any other 

disrespectful or unhelpful behaviour that compromises the session in any way whatsoever, or 

goes against the Code of Conduct of Olney Runners as a club.  

While such behaviour is not welcome at ORJ, any Juniors involved can choose to improve the 

situation. This may require the support of their parents. 

Procedure 

If Run Leaders and the other adults supporting a session are all concerned about a Junior’s 

behaviour, the procedure is as follows: 

1. ‘First warning’ – towards the end of a session where the Junior has been causing concern, 

they are formally reminded of their responsibilities, and advised of the consequences of no 

improvement – see 2 and 3 below. This is noted on the register. 

 

2. ‘Yellow card’ - Over the course of one session, if the situation does not improve to the Run 

Leader’s and other adults’ satisfaction, the Junior will not be welcome at the next available 

ORJ session and cannot take part in it. This is noted on the register.  

 

Parents will be advised of the circumstances at the first available opportunity, by 

email/text/call as needed.   

 

Having missed this next ORJ session, the Junior is welcome to return. 

 

3. ‘Red card’ - If the situation repeats, the Junior will not be welcome for the remainder of that 

school term, and their membership of ORJ for the term is suspended. This is noted on the 

register.   

 

Parents will be advised of the circumstances at the first available opportunity, by 

email/text/call as needed.  

 

The Junior is welcome to return as a full ORJ member for the start of the next school term 

(i.e. September, January, April/May). 

In extreme situations, a Junior may be asked to withdraw from activities immediately during a 

session and stay to one side under adult supervision until parents are notified and they can return 

home safely. If needed, Run Leaders may decide to move a Junior straight to ‘Yellow card’, or to 

‘Red card’, without the intervening steps. 
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