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Guildford volley BRI NG ING  YO U AL L  T HE N EW S AN D V I EW S FROM  

GUI L DFO RD  INT ER N AT IO N AL  VO L L EYBA L L CL U B  

Club Chairman John Biddiscombe reflects on an incredi-
ble summer of sport. 

A Summer like no 
other !! 

Wow – what a summer !!  
I hope that most of you have man-
aged to watch some volleyball either 
at the Olympics or Paralympics on 
TV or better still at one of the ven-
ues. For those that 
managed to get tick-
ets, either for volley-
ball or other events, 
I’m sure that the fan-
tastic atmosphere at the venues and 
around London will stay in your 
memories for a very long time.  
I was lucky enough to work at the 
indoor volleyball event in Earls Court 
doing the statistics, literally the best 
seat in the house. Such a thrill to see 
the best players in the world up close 
with some true legends of the game 

making their last appearances on the 
international stage - Gamova, Giba, 
Fei , Takashita & Berg all announced 
their retirement after the Olympics.  
 

There were some great 
matches with teams grasp-
ing victory from the jaws of 
defeat. Russia stunning 
Brazil to come back o win 

a 5 set thriller in the mens final. 
 
It wasn’t just me who got to mix with 
the stars. Maciej met Luigi Mastran-
gelo on the Underground after Italy 
picked up their Bronze medals (see 
the picture above) - quite why he 
didn’t try to sign him up I don’t 
know. 

 
Olympic legacy starts early 

Since the Olympics started in July we have noticed a surge in local interest. 
Our outdoor sessions on Thursdays and Sunday have been so popular we regularly had 
to  set up two courts. Now for the first time we have started to run a 5 week dedicated 
beginners course on Sunday evenings during September to cope with demand. 
Details of this and all our club activities can be found on our website:- 

www.givc.co.uk 
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SUCH A THRILL TO SEE 

THE BEST PLAYERS IN 

THE WORLD  



Olympic Torch relay in 
Stoke Park 

On 20th July the circus that was the Olympic 
Torch Relay came to town on it's last stop be-
fore heading into London.  

To celebrate this occasion Guildford 
Borough Council laid on special 
event in Stoke Park where local 
sports clubs and national governing 
bodies were invited to demonstrate 
their sports and arrange have a go 
sessions.  
 
Luckily for all involved the event 
was held on the opposite end of 
Stoke Park to where Guilfest had 
nearly disappeared into a sea of mud 
the week before, but even so some 
areas were, in horse racing terms, 
"heavy going" !!  
 
As with most things connected to 
the Olympics, access was strictly 
controlled and loading and unload-

ing times were enforced for setting up, 
with some last minute changes to the loca-
tion of waterlogged car parks.  
 
We were all set-up with plenty of time to 
spare, our neighbours casting envious 
glances at Clive's new storm shelter .(see 
Summer Tournaments feature about the 
demise of the gazebo). We even had time 
to have a quick game with the surprisingly 
competitive guys from Surrey Cricket and 
measure our hitting speed with the speed 
gun from English Badminton (54mph in 
less than ideal conditions).  
 
Once the gates opened at 2pm there was a 
steady stream of (mostly) kids having a go 
at trying to hit a target with a serve to win 
a prize (cans of drink left over from our 
tournament). Once we ran out of those we 

arranged some six(ish) 
aside games which were very popular.  
 
The organisers had asked that we stopped 
while the on-stage events took place and 
everyone got "Down with the Trumpets", 
but volleyball was proving so popular that 
as soon as their backs were turned we just 
carried on playing.  

 
After the flame had come and gone (in a 
Sea King helicopter !!) we organised a 
demonstration game and many more have-
a-go opportunities, we really couldn't say 
how many people had tried volleyball, but 
it must have been hundreds.  
 
A huge thank you to Clive, Deb, Maciej, 
Marika & Wendy for giving up their time 
for a great day for local sports.  

Amesbury School, Hindhead dedicated a whole day to volley-
ball for their Olympic Sports Week.  Wendy Bacon went along 
to give 115 students Years 4-9 (age 7-13) a 
taster session of volleyball. The children were 
split into year groups and had one hour 
coaching demonstrating basic techniques, and 
introducing them to the basic rules of volley-
ball. 
 
Hopes for an outdoor tournament with cheerleaders and an 
elite squad of mums and dads were quashed by torrential down-
pours. A net was strung across the sports hall and an indoor 

tournament was arranged with very enthusiastic  children rep-
resenting lots of Olympic nations.  

Everyone looked like they were having a fan-
tastic time, despite some bemused teachers  
who were drafted in having never played be-
fore and struggled to referee while referring to 
their ‘simple volleyball rules’ sheet. 
From a coaching point of view a whistle was 
essential, and even though I thought I was giv-

ing simple instructions, I had to make a very conscious effort to 
translate them into a seven year old’s language.   

HOPES FOR AN OUTDOOR 

TOURNAMENT WITH CHEER-

LEADERS AND AN ELITE SQUAD 

OF MUMS AND DADS WERE 

QUASHED BY TORRENTIAL 

DOWNPOURS 

www.givc.co.uk 



Four seasons in one 
day !! 
Its been difficult year for Grass tourna-

ments, wettest spring on record, wettest 

Summer for 100yrs  - Clive Cooper tells us 

about broken Gazebos and canine in-

flicted injuries 

You may note that I have 
been wearing an ankle 
brace, this was because in 
the first set of an indoor 3 
aside tournament in 
Worthing (Wendy,Claire & 
Me) i came down off the 
block to land on an oppo-
nents foot well under the 
net on my side of the court, 
i think for every set i played 
on it cost me another month 
of healing and £200 in 
Physio, so beware, don't go 
through the net and if you 
injure yourself, rest up and 
apply medication immedi-
ately.  
Despite this injury i was 
keen to attend the New 
Surrey Tournament at Ash-
combe in June, due to lack 
of team entries, the tourna-
ment was cancelled, but 
from the ashes of the teams 
that entered, a tournament 
of sorts was resurected.  
 
Onto Ashcombe, we en-
tered a mixed team, on what 
started out an overcast and 
wet morning, it was during 
about 30 secs of rain and 
wind that my Gazebo was 
destroyed, blown inside out 
and metal legs twisted, this 
was the second such gazebo 
for me both of which hardly 
saw four outings before be-
ing broken by our uk 
weather. The Gazebo was 
donated to some local likely 

lads at the end of the tourna-
ment, to save carrying it 
home for disposal.  
 
John and I did 
get to the HaJarr 
Tournament in 
Holland in June, 
linking in with 
Farnborough 
players, Saturday 
was great,.. no 
one remembers 
Sat night, due to 
Party party party, not even 
the organisers, some of whom 
did not make it like many of 
the teams on the Sunday.  
 
The Guildford Grasshopper 
Tournament 
took place, with 
reduced team 
entry on a bleak 
July Morning, 
but all went well 
and passed off 
without incident. 
 
Where next, well 
onto the Bordon 
Tournament, we 
were fired up and ready to 
go, but during the pre start 
mucking around James who 
prefers to play bear footed, 
promptly got his foot bitten 
by a "friendly" dog he was 
chasing a ball around with, 
James was ferried home by a 
relative of mine who lives 
locally and we borrowed 
Tom from Bordon.  
 
Moving on, a team was as-

sembled from players far and 
wide to play at Bath, day one 
was ok, and we charged 

down the field to a 
lower division on 
the Sunday, but 
when Sunday came, 
so did some serious 
rain for a couple of 
hours in the morn-
ing, we retreated to 
cars, but later the 
sun came out and it 
was a glorious day, 

unfortunately most of the 
teams in our division had 
given up with the rain and 
gone home, we played here 
and there and watched some 
finals, but again no medals for 

us, although a GIVC 
mens team did get a 
result as did Farnbor-
ough. 
 
Lets hope for better 
next year, with more 
players keen to enter 
teams so that these 
tournaments can pro-
ceed.  
 

There is a final Tournament 
to come this year, The Jingle 
Bells Tournament we run in 
December, start rehearsing 
your Christmas carols. 

LIBI  
PEDDER: 
Swifter, Higher 

Stronger 

We were approached 
earlier in the summer by 
renowned photographer 
Libi Pedder  to feature 
in  an exhibition she was 
planning  on the theme 
“Higher, Faster, Strong-
er” to coincide with the 
Olympics. 
 
The results can be seen 
on the corridor next to 
the balcony at Guildford 
Spectrum until the end 
of the year. 

James who prefers 
to play bear footed, 
promptly got his 
foot bitten by a 
"friendly" dog he 
was chasing a ball 
around with  

www.givc.co.uk 

Halloween  
Bowling 
This year we are looking 
to book a few lanes at 
the Spectrum on the 
27th October.  
Things are yet to be con-
firmed but let Marika 
know if you are interest-
ed so we can get a rough 
number.  Either enter 
with some friends as a 
team, or as individuals. 
Various prizes will be 
awarded to the best cos-
tume, best bowler, etc. 
so dressing up is a must!! 



National League Update 

It is another season in Division 2 for both our National League 

teams with some new local rivals to play. 

 

After getting pipped at the post for automatic 

promotion in a “winner takes all” match against 

Wessex, Guildford failed in their attempt to gain 

promotion to National League Division 1 via the 

play-off matches. 
 

With arguably the worst possible draw playing 

the 1st and 2nd matches in the triangular playoff 

(playing back to back matches and NOT 

having the chance to watch/scout either 

of the other teams) 

 

Guildford beat Brentwood 

in a nervous 5 set match, 

but were unable to carry 

forward any momentum 

into the second match 

against Nottingham Rockets losing 3-0 

 

Training is already well under way with 

the opening matches of the 2012-13 sea-

son coming thick and fast through Sep-

tember 

 

It should prove to be as exciting as ever - 

especially for the men who will welcome 

two new local rivals to Division 2 South 

from either end of the A3 corridor namely 

Horndean and Richmond. 

 

The women also welcome two local new 

local rivals to their division in the shape 

of Richmond and Surrey Orcas. 

 

They also have an interest-

ing Cup match against 

another local team, Ash-

combe Dorking who after 

the late withdrawal of 

Leeds find themselves back in the Super 

8s. 

 

Both teams have lost and  gained some 

players over the summer and will be 

looking to make a strong start to the sea-

son. 

 

Most home matches will be played at the 

Surrey Sports Park and supporters as 

always are very welcome, details of the 

home fixtures are below and can also be 

found on the clubs website.. 

Guildford’s teams  

passed the landmark of 

400 National League 

victories last season. 

5432 Any Street West 

Townsville, State 54321 

A BIG THANK YOU: 
Every little helps 

A very big thank you to everyone who 
helps with the running of the club. 

 

Whether it is coaching a session , organising a team, collect-

ing money, helping out with officiating at matches or some-

thing as simple as putting the equipment away after a ses-

sion it all makes running the club just a little bit easier.  
 

The club is entirely run by volunteers who give up their time 

to ensure that the clubs 8 hours of training a week are fully 

coached, fixtures are organised and social events are  ar-

ranged. 

 

There are so many ways in which you can get involved with 

helping your club , have a chat to anyone on the committee 

don’t wait to be asked !! 

Coming Soon... 
30th Sept 

Midday 

Guildford v Brentwood 

 - Mens Division 2 South 

30th Sept 

14:30 

Guildford v Bristol 

 - Womens Division 2 South 

21st Oct 

Midday 

Guildford v Wessex 

 - Mens Division 2 South 

21st Oct 

14:30 

Guildford v Plymouth 

 - Womens Division 2 South 

18th Nov 

Midday 

Guildford v Horndean 

 - Mens Division 2 South 

18th Nov 

14:30 

Guildford v Oxford 

 - Womens Division 2 South 

9th Dec   

Midday ** 

Guildford v Cardif 

 - Mens Division 2 South 

9th Dec 

14:30 ** 

Guildford v Dulwich 

 - Womens Division 2 South 

All matches are at Surrey Sports Park except ** 
which are at Guildford Spectrum. 

 

www.givc.co.uk 


