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2017 started with a successful County Championships. Centurions continued to show rapid progress with the swimmers 

who qualified and narrowly missed out on the most improved age group trophy that they had won the previous year.  With 

a similar number of qualifiers to the previous year Centurions increased their points total almost 700% ending the 

competition with 1 gold and 2 bronze medals.  Three swimmers (Phoebe, Vicky and Poppy) gained regional times. 

Sputniks continued to be the focus for the lower squads.  As with last year we were only able to enter 3 of the 4 rounds 

which makes scoring highly in the club competition difficult and also puts our swimmers individually at a disadvantage.  The 

swimmers who do compete in this event learn valuable gala skills in a friendly environment and enjoy themselves. 

A busy Wirral Spring gala saw Centurions competing for medals in every event and age group and early signs of a more 

widespread raising of standards in all swimmers.  When the timing system failed on the Sunday morning 11 parents, all 

qualified timekeepers, stepped forwards from Centurions to rescue the licenced status of the gala.  In all at the afternoon 

session Centurions had 19 parents helping on poolside to keep the gala going.  In the very last event of the day Poppy got 

her second regional time. 

The regional championships followed in May with Phoebe narrowly missing out on final in the 50m Freestyle.  Poppy came 

5th in the 800m Freestyle. 

June was a busy month in the pool.  A busy club championship saw several club records fall and many near misses.  In the 

Salford open water festival Poppy came 2nd in the County Competition and 3rd in the Regional competition and earning a 

place at the National Open Water festival. 

June finished with a spectacular performance from the Peak and Plain squad who moved from last place at the start of 

round 3 to joint winners. 

In July we took a group of swimmers to a long course gala in Coventry.  On a very hot weekend the swimmers performed 

well and adapted to the “shallow” diving conditions all gaining valuable long course experience. 

The season finished by the side of a lake!  Poppy swimming in the National Open Water Competition.  Opting not to wear a 

wet suit (the water was cold) Poppy swam well to finish in the top 15. 

A three-week break saw the club returning to general training at the end of August and preparing for the North Midlands 

Championships. 106 swimmers qualified for the competition, that was 50.2% of the total membership.  For the second year 

running Centurions were the second most improved club moving up the club table to 5th.  With some key swimmers injured 

or ill we did not get as many gold and silver medals as in the previous year but so many more swimmers made finals than in 

previous years.  Many swimmers got their first county qualifying times. 

During the autumn we once again competed in the Division 2 of the arena league.  Over the previous 2 years we had 

steadily made our way up the table finishing 10th in 2016.  Some great team work saw Centurions finish in 5th place.  This 

matched the best ever performance in the competition by Northwich.  We still lack depth in some relay teams, we lack 

open age group swimmers and we are short on boys in the top squads but the spirit in the team saw the club fighting for a 

promotion place until just 3 events from the end of the final. 

The year ended with over 40 swimmers attending the Wirral Christmas gala.  Medals, county and regional times were 

gained in plentiful supply and point to more success and improvement in 2018. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the teachers and coaches and committee who work freely and willingly to 

improve the swimmers and the club. Without their efforts and without the community spirit at Northwich we would not be 

the rapidly developing club that we are. 

 

Philip Balcombe 
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