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Winchester City Flyers  

Grassroots Awards 

One of the highlights of the season was the club attending the Hampshire 

FA Grassroots awards where they were presented with the Youth Female 

Fair Play Award! This was in recognition of the clubs growth and ethos of 

inclusivity and respect values in the playing of the game. The awards were 

held at St Mary’s stadium and included guest speaker Tony Cottee.  

 

Individually, club volunteer Charlie Gordon won Football Futures Outstand-

ing Young Female, for which she would like to say a huge thankyou to the 

committee for nominating her and to the club for its continued support. 

 

A Season in Photos  

 



 

 

U nd er  10 s   

Reds: The U10 Reds got off to a good start this season, but after the League split they sadly 

said goodbye to several players and were placed in Division 1 along with Bournemouth,  Pom-

pey and Southampton Saints. Despite the strong opposition the U10 Reds acquitted them-

selves very well and finished runners up. A good Inter Cup run was narrowly stopped by 

Bournemouth with a harsh penalty decision. They progressed to the League Plate Final but, 

despite all their possession and shots on goal, were unlucky to loose to Whiteley 2-1. Ironically, 

they played Whiteley afterwards in the League and won in the dying seconds to set up a 

League deciding game against Bournemouth in their last game of the season. It was an even 

game with the feeling that who ever scored first would win and alas, they scored first. 

 

Kites: The Kites formed during November of this season due to the massive influx of girls at 

Under 10. So out of retirement stepped Mark and Adee! Amazingly the team only lost 2 

matches all season, with both coming against the eventual league winners. After Christmas 

this great group of girls grew from 9 to 15 players and only had one draw during this time! 

This was, as Adee points out all the time, when Adee was away leaving just Mark in charge, a 

fact Adee does not let Mark forget. The highlight of the Kites season was their 2-1 victory in 

the Inter-League Plate against the New Forest League winners Mudeford! After a brilliant sea-

son the reins are being handed over to some great new coaches, Wayne and Simon, who 

Adee and Mark want to wish all the best. But this dream team are not going back into retire-

ment just yet, as they are running the next group of Under 10's.... come on you Eagles. 

 

U nd er  1 1 s   

Reds: The Under 11 Reds are an established team from last season and this year finished 4th in 

the league and got to the cup semi-final where they only lost on penalties. The girls have 

played a really good style of passing football all season and have competed really well in all of 

the games they have played in. Every team has had to earn points from the matches against 

them, which for coach Luke was very pleasing and with a little more luck the team could have 

grabbed a few more points. Throughout the season the team has got stronger and they are 

looking forward to playing 9-aside football next year.  

Blacks: This newly formed team have had a great season, with highlights of winning  

their first ever competitive fixture against Whitchurch 6-0, a great defensive display against  

a good Warsash side, an amazing 2-1 victory away at KBS for Angela’s birthday, a tightly 

fought and slightly controversial 5-5 draw with BTC and success in reaching the semi-finals 

of the cup! The team started the season with just enough players to play 7v7 but have 

flourished to now have a squad of 16! Angela would like to thank all of the players, their 

parents and nans, grandads, friends and dogs (their lucky charms) and coaches Adam and 

Francesca for their involvement in a wonderful season.  

 

U nd er  12 s   

Girls: After a very competitive start to the first half of the season the team lost two key play-

ers to long term injury and with no substitutes, despite the girls battling every week, they 

found themselves in the championship. However, it made the girls stronger and with four 

new signings and the return of their injured players they were a force to be reckoned with 

and were playing some fantastic football. Not only did they qualify for the League Plate fi-

nal and the semi-final of the Inter Cup, they went on to win the Championship not losing a 

single match. A highlight of the teams season was their performance at the ESF tournament 

at Butlins, playing some great football and holding their own against Academy teams, all 

(parents and coaches) couldn't have been prouder of them. ESF even used their brilliant 

selfie to promote their competition on their website. All in all, a fantastic bunch of lovely 

girls loving their football. Go Flyers!!! 

 

Falcons: The Falcons were a newly formed team this year, as the squad of Reds and Blacks 

from last year were split into their age groups. Amazingly the team only lost 3 games this 

whole season, with 2 coming against eventual league and cup winners Bournemouth. Dur-

ing the first half of the season the Falcons went unbeaten to win the Championship, before 

being promoted to the Premiership where they came a very impressive 2nd! A highlight of 

the teams season was turning a 7-1 loss early on in the campaign to a 3-1 victory later on 

against Portsmouth. Coach Sean is stepping down as manager of the Falcons to fulfill his 

role as Youth Development Officer, especially with the coaching of the Wildcats. Sean would 

like to say a massive thankyou to all that have been involved with the Falcons this year and 

wishes them all the best next season with their continued growth.   



 

 

U nd er  13 s   

Our Under 13s are the other half of the Under 12 Reds and Blacks from last season who moved 

up by age group. The team went on to have a fantastic season as they were invincible in the 

league, winning an amazing 20 out of 20 games to come first out of 11 Under 13 teams! The 

girls were fabulous all year scoring an incredible 108 goals and have progressed to be involved 

in team tactics on how improve through out . The highlight for the team was a 3-0 victory over 

league rivals Portsmouth, who they had recently lost to in a very tight League cup final, which 

made them Under 13 league winners with one game left to play.  

 

U nd er  1 4 s   

The U14s started the season with a 2 league structure with the Flyers in the top division for the 

first half of the season. Unfortunately, results did not go for them and along with a few injuries, 

they weren’t able to make inroads and ended up bottom.  That meant that the team started 

the second half of the season in Division 2, where results went the other way and lead to the 

team having 24 points after 8 games!  The season ended with a double header against Clan-

field and unfortunately a very close defeat and a draw meant the teams both ended on 25 

points and shared the title.  In the cups the girls lost to Eastleigh (who swapped from the 

2nd to the 1st Division at the halfway point) on penalties and then to Portsmouth on penalties 

after two of the closest games of the season.  Coaches Nick and Rob have decided to retire 

from management after 4 years and next season will bring in a new manager and 

coach.  Good luck to the whole team! 

 

Under 15s   
The Under 15 girls have grown from strength to strength this season. The team finished an 

amazing season as league runners up to Eastleigh and they were the only team to take a point 

from them in the league, coming back from 2-0 down to draw 2-2. In addition to this great 

league campaign, the team won the league cup! After a very tough semi final against Warsash 

Whites, they met Eastleigh in the final. The girls were firm underdogs playing a side that had 

not lost all season and had not failed to score in a match in the last 3 years. Despite this, the 

girls played outstandingly only wanting one outcome and they came away 3-0 and very wor-

thy cup winners! 

 

Under 16s 
Reds:   

U16 Reds started out their season in the First Division and found it very hard against some 

top academy teams, however they got a creditable draw against Romsey (1-1) and a last mi-

nute winner verses New Milton (3-2), after going behind in both games they showed great 

spirit as ever. The team went down to Division 2 for the second half of the season, where 

they were competitive through out but picked up too many draws due to a strain on the 

squad through GCSEs and injuries. Despite this the team still managed to finish mid ta-

ble.  Their most memorable game was away to Winklebury when they were one of the only 

teams to play in the snow and were again unlucky to concede late and come away with a 

draw.  Overall girls were a credit to the club, developing throughout the season by showing 

great spirit and manager Graham is looking forward to next season in Under 18s.  

 

Girls: The Under 16 Girls were formed this season due to the massive amount of players at 

both Under 16 and Under 18 level. This new mix of players did really well to gel together and 

to improve massively across the course of the season, as they went from experiencing some 

heavy defeats to only losing 1 out of their last 4 games. During this time they beat Petersfeild 

8-4, having lost 4-2 to them earlier in the season. A big thankyou goes to Paul for taking 

over the team and to the girls for their continued dedication and effort during the season.  

Under 18s   
The Under 18’s grew massively this season to have 22 girls signed on! They were entered into 

a new Hampshire Youth league which frustratingly only included 6 teams, of which 3 played 

9 aside. This jump between 11 and 9 aside each week impacted on league results, but the 

team finished the season on massive high, winning the plate final 3-1 on penalties after a 

thrilling 3-3 draw in normal time. A contrasting highlight was a fantastic defensive display 

against League and Cup winners Portsmouth, the girls held this team to 3-0 after a first half 

which ended 0-0. This was the lowest score Portsmouth had all season, as they scored 103 

goals in the league, but the girls defended like warriors that day which the coaches were re-

ally proud of. Chae, Rob and Charlie would like to say thankyou to all the parents for their 

continued support and we are looking forward to next season.  

 
 



 

 

Lad ies   
A team:  The Ladies A team have had a very enjoyable year, with an increase in player num-

bers that has seen the quality of on field play improve. With a bit more luck the team would 

have been challenging for 3rd and won another 3 or 4 games. The A team’s progression is 

a sign that the 3 ladies teams have helped each other out where possible which has been a 

real positive. The team has also seen some younger players come through that have really 

blossomed and grown in confidence along with new players to the club who have slotted in 

with ease. Manager Paul has found that the best thing about this group is that whoever is 

available to play has been involved in building an atmosphere of encouragement and  that 

the team tries really hard to help each other out. Roll on next season! 

 

Reserves: The Reserves had a lot of new players join this year which allowed for the club to 

continue running 3 ladies side. Many of these were young players including 16 year olds 

from the Under 18’s who stepped up amazingly well to compete at such a high level. Alt-

hough the team finished 5th this season they did improve throughout with some stronger 

results towards the end of the campaign. The highlight of their season was winning 2-1 

against a strong Southampton Women’s side in tough conditions. 

 

Firsts: This was another strong season from our Ladies Firsts this year and despite it being 

quite challenging with a weather disrupted fixture list and an unbelievable amount of inju-

ries they still achieved a creditable third place finish in the league which is an improvement 

on last season. The team also had a good run in the Women's FA Cup reaching qualifying 

round 3 and, despite some good fortune in getting to the final, finished the season with a 

very strong performance in the SRWFL Chairman's Cup, where they lost 3-2 at the last gasp 

to a very strong Oxford City team. 

 

Boys  
The Under 15 boys finished 4th in a very competitive league this year whilst  the Under 11s 

had a really successful season and are looking forward to playing competitive football at 9 

aside next season. 

As we come to the end of another season it is time to reflect on our achievements as a club 

and, with heavy heart, to say farewell to some colleagues. 

 

Success can be measured in many ways, not least by winning trophies and titles and we have 

had plenty of these successes this year in both league and cup competitions, for which I 

wholeheartedly congratulate every player, manager, coach and volunteer who, I know, will 

have worked tirelessly towards making these achievements possible. 

Success though also comes in other forms and in many ways these equal or even top on field 

successes. I would therefore like to make mention of some of our most notable ones this sea-

son. 

 

Club growth 

We have seen an 80% rise in registered players this season which is an incredible number and 

means that, as a club, we are doing  things the right way in terms of following the belief that 

everyone has the ability and opportunity to play football. 

In some age groups this has meant starting new teams to cope with these numbers and it is 

so pleasing to see how we all work so hard to do this. My grateful thanks go to the following: 

 

U10 Kites - Adee & Mark 

U11 Blacks - Angela and Francesca 

U12 Falcons - Sean 

U16 Blacks - Paul (who in fact stepped in to cover for a couple of weeks after we lost the new 

manager and has been ever present ever since and worked tirelessly to keep the girls playing 

until the end of the season) - thank you! 

 

U6-U9 Development 

During the summer we received many enquiries from parents of younger girls (aged from 6 

to 9) asking if we could accommodate their daughters in to the club and start them on their 

playing pathway.  

 



 

 

Originally we were unable to do this as we did not cater for such youngsters but again, in the 

spirit of the club ethos, we just got on with it and started a Sunday morning training session 

at the Garrison. Within a couple of weeks we were getting regular numbers of 20+. 

My grateful thanks go to Tony, Beth and Francesca for starting something exciting and new 

for the club. 

 

Wildcats 

Following the success of our Sunday morning sessions for the youngsters, the club applied 

for and were successful in achieving Wildcat status from the FA. So for a 16 week period we 

are running this centre at Perins School in Alresford for girls from as young as 5 up to 11. This 

continues to be a huge success as we regularly see numbers in excess of 40 and it makes us, 

I believe, one of the most well attended and successful centres in the country. What an 

achievement for us. 

My grateful thanks go to Sean and Tony for working so tirelessly in putting this project to-

gether and running a superb centre which does credit to themselves and the club. 

Of course, such numbers mean that we needed volunteer coaches to help and support and 

again you didn't let us down and volunteered in droves. My grateful thanks go to Luke, Mark, 

Sam & Glyn, Beth, Francesca, Chae, Charlie, Angela and Adee. Not forgetting of course our 

younger volunteers Izzy and Tayler. 

 

Club Secretary 

Sadly, at the end of last season our ever present secretary Paul decided to step down to allow 

for more family time and left us with some big shoes to fill. 

We are extremely lucky to have had Peter Thornton come forward and volunteer for the role 

(although I am sure he didn't quite know what he was letting himself in for) and Peter has 

done an amazing job. Through wrestling with player registrations through the new Whole 

Game System, as well as cajoling all of us to keep our certifications up to date plus the myri-

ad of other jobs he has taken on under his role, all this has been with a relish and enthusiasm 

which cannot help but rub off on others. Peter thank you and we look forward to next sea-

son's challenges already. 

 

Of course, our successes could never be achieved without the support and involvement 

of all of the parents and volunteers who turn up week on week, in all weathers, to  watch, 

support, help and generally make our match days and training so enjoyable, my thanks 

goes to you all - you are the bedrock of this club. 

 

Farewells 

It is with great sadness that we have to say goodbye to some friends and colleagues who 

are no longer able to directly support teams and the club. You have all been a big part of 

this club and I know you always will be, even if only in spirit and I wish you all well in the 

future as we say goodbye. 

 

Sean, who is stepping away from running a team but will remain in his role as Youth De-

velopment Officer and offer his coaching expertise to all. 

Nick and Rob, who are stepping down from running the U14's after 4 years and having 

taken on the team from scratch. I will miss seeing you putting up the portable dugout at 

the Garrison each week - always intriguing to watch, but especially so in the wind! 

Sue, who is stepping down as Child Welfare Officer after many years in an ever growing 

and responsible position, which she has done so fantastically well and helped us as we 

grow to ensure that we are, at least, compliant but always so much more. 

 

My grateful thanks to you all and thanks on behalf of every parent and volunteer whom 

you will have helped over the years. 

 

Allan Higgs, Winchester City Flyers Chairman  



 

 

• The Club will be applying for FA Community Club Charter Standard Sta-
tus. This is the most advanced level of  FA Chartered Standard Status and 
acknowledges the highest level of club development and football provi-
sion.  
 

• The club will host its annual tournament on 8
th
 & 9

th
 of September at the 

Garrison Ground. This is a precursor to new Hampshire Girls Youth Foot-
ball League which is replacing the Winchester and District Girls Football 
League, to provide more matches and teams the opportunity to play girls 
football. 

 
• We are welcoming 3 new Child Welfare Officers in the position left by Sue 

Carver. This will be headed up by Jan Chant, along with Natalie Hodge 
and Paul Graves, with each taking on a specific age group, such is the vol-
ume of players we now have at the club! 

 
• We are also collaborating with Winchester City Men & Youth in the hope 

to advance progress on new 3G community football facility in Winchester 
for our usage. 

• The club is also looking for possible sponsorship for next season as we 
continue to offer football for so many players. In light of this, the club has 
developed sponsorship packages which are detailed on the back page. 

• The club has increased its social media and online presence this year and 
will continue to do so next season. This is to heighten the awareness of 
the club and it ever expanding participation, as well as using this tool to 
celebrate the clubs success. In order to keep up to date with all that is Fly-
ers make sure follow our pages!  

 Facebook: @winchestercityflyers  

 Instagram: winchesterflyers  

 Twitter: @Winchcityflyers  

 YouTube: Winchester City Flyers    

 Website: www.winchstercityflyers.co.uk  

Sponsorship packages available for next season  
 
Gold Package £995  
 
X2 Pitchside sponsorship boards  
 
Company name & logo on team shirts  
 
Banner stand (displayed in clubhouse)  
 
Full page advert in all printed programmes (per season)  
 
X1 medium feather flag  
 
Link for company on our Facebook and regular mentions  
 
Ball sponsorship for cup games  
 
Team fixture  
 

Silver £595 
 
X2 Pitchside sponsorship boards  
 
Full page advert in all printed programmes (per season)  
 
Company name & logo printed on x50 water bottles  
 
Link for company on our Facebook and regular mentions  

 
Bronze £295  
 
X2 Pitchside sponsorship boards  

 
Link for company on our Facebook and regular mentions 

 
1/2 page advert in tournament program (per season)  

 


