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 We’ve a lot of plans 

for 2019
Dear Members, 

Happy New Year and welcome to 

the 2019 season and the new 

Greystones Cricket Club newsletter.  

I would like for this to be one of the 

many methods of communication 

from the committee to you the 

members over the next year.  

Hopefully we will manage to get 

this out quarterly in 2019 to you all. 

2019 presents us with both 

challenges and opportunities that 

will enable us to move forward as a 

club to finally be in a position to call 

somewhere home.  The sports 

capital grant has been applied for 

and we are awaiting a reply in mid-

March to find out what we can 

expect from the government in this 

regard.  A huge thank you to David 

Drane for his tireless efforts in 

getting this process off the ground 

and the application in on time.  

However, nothing is guaranteed 

and we need to be in a position to 

be able to afford the ground works 

at the new facility if this avenue of 

funding fails to materialise.  To this 

end we will be compiling a 

corporate sponsorship booklet in 

the near future which will enable all 

members to be a part of.  More to 

come in the very near future here. 

The new ground is all systems 

ahead, we are waiting for the soil 

temperature to warm up after 

winter and then given the capital 

funding is successful, we will be 

able to turn soil and sow seed by 

early summer.  This will enable us 

to let the grass settle all year with a 

view to play here in 2020 season.   

We can’t put all our eggs in one 

basket here so I expect all 

members to support our fund-

raising this year as from the second 

we turn soil in Farrankelly we will 

be paying rent on the both grounds. 

See Jim Stewart’s update in this 
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newsletter on fund raising for more info.   

Subs will be going up this year to help fund 

the costs of the big move but not by much, I 

promise. We have kept subs static for the last 

2 years so this increase is well overdue.  

Everyday running costs of a club only go one 

way unfortunately.  We have already applied 

for and been successful in receiving €1000  

this year from Cricket Ireland to go towards a 

bowling machine for adult members to go 

with the junior bowling machine that was 

kindly donated last year by a club member.  

We hope to have this in situ before the start of 

the season. 

On the training front I am actively pursuing a 

professional coach for senior players for the 

upcoming season to help us all improve our 

technique.  This also doesn’t come cheap so 

the slight increase in subs will offset this.  

Please see Gordon Shaw’s’ junior training 

update in this newsletter. 

On the all things green front I will introduce 

Rob Massey. Rob has kindly taken over the 

Grounds Committee chair and the fruits of our 

labour last October when we spread 3 ton of 

topsoil and 5 ton of sand with seed has 

proven successful.  The seed has struck and 

now after some rain and a mild winter (so far) 

the outfield at Druids is looking awesome.  

Rob has already given the infield its first cut 

for the year and we will also be actively 

cutting the grass ourselves this year to ensure 

that we have a ground to be proud of.  See 

Rob’s report for more on his plan for the year 

ahead. 

Also, your 2019 captains and their photos are 

in this newsletter so that you can get to know 

the teams you will be playing for.  If anyone 

has a friend, colleague, brother, sister, boss, 

anyone who might like to play cricket this year 

with us, bring them on down to nets and 

introduce them.   

And finally, if anyone has any ideas, 

questions, thoughts or suggestions please feel 

free to contact me at any time.  Remember 

this is your club, you and your children will 

reap the rewards of what we sow now. 

Martin Potts 

President, Greystones Cricket. 

Dates for the diary 
 

Club set-up, clean up start of season 

date Saturday 16th February 9am 

onwards (BBQ to follow) 

2018 Club dinner – Saturday 23rd 

March at Charlesland Golf Club from 

7pm 

2019 Quiz night – Hot Spot -Friday 26th 

April 

Kids indoor training –  Will run for 6 

weeks in Templecarrig and will be 

announced shortly 

Training Nights in 

2019 
 

Monday - Ladies 

Tuesday - 1st and 2nd Team 

Wednesday - 3rds and Tavs 

Thursday - Club open training 

(Focus will be on individual skills 

training) 

Friday – Juniors/ Colts 
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I wish all the captains well in their roles this year 

in the club and I urge everyone to support them in 

any way that they can. Can I ask you all to 

respond to team selection texts, calls, emails, 

smoke signals and Facebook posts as soon as 

possible with your availability for the upcoming 

matches and also inform them when you are  

unavailable for periods of the year so that we 

can plan team selections going forward.   

Team captains will be meeting the first 

Tuesday of every month for LCU team 

starings and for individual player and team 

selections for the upcoming month.    – Martin 

Potts 

Anne Newton – Ladies co-

captain 

Anne has been a part of the 

ladies team for the last few years 

and has taken the role of off field 

captain in 2019 

Manpreet ‘Rocky’ Singh - 1st 

Team Captain Mens 

Rocky has been an integral part 

of the club for the last seven 

years and spearheads the 1st 

team again this year 

Dave Cavanagh – Taverners 

captain 

Dave is kept busy as usual 

rounding up  all the many players 

and organising a full programne 

of Taverners games   

Meet the Captains 

Ashley Kempton – 2nd team 

Captain Mens 

Ashley has taken the reigns of the 

2nd team again this year and is 

keen to cahse promotion with his 

team in 2019 

Michael Kirk– Club Captain 

Michael is responsible for club 

training and skills training across 

all teams. He will be working 

with team captains on 

individuals and what teams they 

will be playing for during the 

year. 

Ian Smale – 3rd Team 

Captain Mens 

Ian has  the unenviable job of 

getting 11 men out every week 

once the 1st and 2nd have 

poached everyone else. No 

better man for the job. 
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GORDON SHAW 

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 

Full train ahead for Kids
 

 

Season 2018 was very productive 

with Minor C's winning two 

matches, We also had Chris 

Stewart and  Ciaran Roberts 

transitioning to Men's league 

cricket and Maya and Alex Orpin 

playing most of season in ladies 

team as well as in the Junior 

team.  Looking forward to 2019 

we are delighted to announce 

that an anonymous club 

benefactor has gifted the Junior 

section a bowling machine.  We 

are most grateful to this member 

and this will assist in much 

improved consistent bowling to 

aid our batting next year.  I am 

also delighted to announce that 

the Club has appointed two head 

coaches at various age groups for 

next year.  

Jim Stewart has agreed to 

become head coach yet again for 

the Juniors.  Jim has a wealth of 

experience and has now made 

cricket coaching his full time 

career running East Coasts Sports 

and working as a coach for 

Cricket Leinster.   

 

We are also delighted that David 

Drane has agreed to become 

head coach of the Minor teams 

this year.  David's infectious 

character will see this group 

moving to the next level.  He has 

played at a very high level and 

indeed is heavily involved in 

Cricket Leinster so knows the 

latest trends being coached in the 

province.        

We will be appointing further 

coaches in due course.  It is our 

intention that these coaches will 

be setting the training 

programme for each group for the 

year.  Another development is 

that we will be looking to bringing 

in night training for both our 

Minor and Junior teams to bring 

these teams on to the next level.  

 Many of you will be used to this 

from other Sports and we feel it is 

the best way of developing cricket 

to the next level.   

The nights will be either Thursday 

or Friday and we will announce 

times and days closer to the time.  

Announcements will be made on 

Indoor cricket which will run for 

six weeks in Templecarrig. We will 

also announce the start of 

outdoor training shortly  I look 

forward to seeing you all at 

training again shortly and here's 

to a successful se

The ladies cricket team is entering its fifth season in 

2019. We are a unique and eclectic group, a cross 

generational team; our ages range from 14 to late 

fifties. What we lack in silverware we make up for in 

fun and team spirit and dance moves! We quite simply 

are excellent hosts and always carpool for away games 

to maximise the enjoyment of our games and minimise 

the hassle for parents of teens on the team.   

Some of our ladies are the mothers of young children, 

they are welcome to bring their smallies to training. We 

set a fun activity to keep them safe and occupied while 

the team are in nets. We will be actively recruiting for 

the 2019 season.  

We plan to target young 

women in the Transition 

Year/Fifth Year cohort; we 

plan to run a try-cricket 

fun day in a local school 

during early May.  We also plan to run some pre-

season indoor try-cricket training for ladies in the wider 

community, many of our players are late converts to 

cricket, never having played in at school. We know that 

it’s never too late to take up cricket, so please pass 

the word on to the ladies in your life. 

CALLING ALL LADIES 
Ladies Cricket -  Sighle Toibin  - Ladies Co-Captain 
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Rob Massey - Grounds Committee chair 
As the 2019 cricket season approaches preparation of the grounds at Druids will 

be in full swing over the coming weeks. It all began at the end of last season 

when a group of volunteers gathered at the ground for the end of season lock 

down. Nets were stored away, Buildings cleaned and locked up and topdressing 

and overseeding of drains, bowlers run ups and worn areas took place. This grass 

seed has now had over four mild months to germinate and establish and will be 

fertilised soon so that hopefully when preparation for  the new season begins 

there will be a good covering of 

grass. A huge thank you to all who 

took part. 

Depending on weather, another 

volunteer day to set up everything 

will take place  on the 16th February 

so if you have that Saturday morning 

free great, many hands make light 

work. And if people could bring tools 

such as step ladders, cable ties and 

snips for the nets, wheelbarrows and 

shovels and spades for the outfield 

and cleaning items for the canteen 

and changing rooms. Also the felt 

roof has ripped on the scorer’s hut so 

if anyone has some roof felt and felt 

nails to spare then please bring 

them along. A paintbrush and some 

white paint for marking out the 

crease and drills/screwdrivers and 

short screws to fix some of the 

picket fencing would also be good 

and perhaps a strimmer to cut the 

long grass around the buildings and 

fences. Please also bring along work 

gloves -we don’t want any season 

ending injuries without a ball being 

bowled!                               If the 

weather is not suitable on this day 

we will attempt to go on the 23rd February. 

After this set up the plan will be to give the outfield a good rolling to smooth out 

as many blemishes as possible before cutting begins in earnest. 

Now to introduce myself. My name is Rob Massey and I have worked in the turf 

grass and groundskeeping industry for over fifteen years. I followed in my kids 

footsteps and joined the club as a member last year and this year I will oversee 

and carry out as much ground work as possible at Druids to try to improve playing 

conditions. Although primarily trained in the golf course end of the industry, much 

of the theory and practises overlap. 

 Lets hope we have favourable weather conditions again this year to have a 

successful club season. 

The future of Greystones Cricket club is on an exciting path and I am looking 

forward to being part of this journey. 

GROUND’SWELL 
 

 
Many hands wanted to make it pitch perfect 

 

We have applied for Sports 

Capital Funding and various other 

grants to help fund our new 

grounds. However this will still be 

costly and consequently 

fundraising/sponsorship should 

be to the forefront of every 

member’s mind.  The club will be 

producing a sponsorship booklet 

detailing various items (and the 

cost) that the club requires, be it 

a box of cricket balls, sight 

screens, lawn mowers or a 

portacabin.  Members should ask 

their employers if they would be 

interested in funding one or more 

of these items, if you don’t ask 

you get - any amount large or 

small will be gratefully received. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNDRAISING – A 

BIG EFFORT NEEDED 

JIM STEWART FUNDRAISING CHAIR 

 Druids: We have done a lot of winter prep already 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Table quiz –8 pm Friday 

26th April 2019 – Hotspot 

Venue (above the Beach 

House in Greystones) 

Tesco Bag Pack –  

September 2019 

NEW BALLS PLEASE 

This is the new cricket ball 

that all three captains picked 

to be using this year. They 

don’t come cheap so this is 

why we need sponsorship for 

items like a box of balls etc 
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THE LATEST ON OUR NEW PITCH 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have an agreement in principle with a local landowner (a 

former club member) to enter into a 10 year agreement to 

develop a cricket ground on what is currently farmland. The 

location of this ground is on the Kilquade Road in 

Farrankelly.  

The ground will be accessed through the double gates 

opposite the Kilquade Cemetery on this road. If you put 

Kilquade Cemetery, Kilquade Road, Priestsnewtown, County 

Wicklow into Google maps you will see exactly where the site 

is. 

As a result of this exciting prospect, as part of our overall 

Sports Capital Grant scheme application, we have submitted 

an application for funding to cover the ground works of 

approximately €37,000 that would be required to make this 

a fantastic quality playing surface.  

The notifications of successful applications are due to be 

announced in March 2019 so fingers crossed. Once we know 

the outcome of this application we can then plan the details 

of the works to be undertaken but it is envisaged that the 

works will be completed in the Autumn of 2019 with the 

ground ready for use in 2020. 

If the club in unsuccessful in the Sports Capital Grant 

application then we will have to find other source of funding 

like sponsorship or club members funding scheme for 

examples, or complete a more home grown less costly option 

where the ground will be relatively flat and gently sloping. 

This is a really exciting opportunity for the club as we will be 

the sole tenant of the ground so will have full control of the 

activities that happen on the ground. There will be further 

updates as the project progresses and we will be calling on 

club members to offer their assistance in any way they can in 

the coming months to make this new ground become a 

reality. 
 

Sports Capital Grant Application 
 
In 2018 the club submitted a Sports Capital Grant 

application for works and equipment totalling €97,000. 

Groundworks for the new ground at Farrankelly amounted 

to €37,000 with non-personal sports equipment totalling 

€60,000. 

•Cricket balls for the 

2019 season 
It is highly unlikely that we 

will be successful in 

funding for all of these 

items given the high 

application rate but we are 

hoping for funding of the 

ground works at a 

minimum. An 

announcement of 

successful applications is 

due to be made in March 

2019. 

Items included in the non-

personal sports equipment 

were: 

 

•New artificial pitch 

•New nets 

•Mobile net 

•Sight screens 

•Bowling machine 

•Electronic scoreboard 

•Children’s coaching 

pack 

•New stumps 

David Drane, 

 Past President 

Financial Update  
 

 

We enter 2019 in a stable financial position similar to recent 

years. Over the last couple of seasons the club has relied 

substantially on subs to fund the running of the club, 

without being able to make the necessary investment in 

grounds and facilities that we would have liked.  

2019 presents  exciting opportunities for the club in  

investing in a potential new ground and providing amenities  

such as equipment (e.g. bowling machine), machinery (e.g. 

ride on lawnmower) and upgrades to / purchase of changing 

rooms etc. We would ask that all members to contribute to 

all fund-raising activities.  We may also be increasing fees in 

2019 for the first time in a number of years and would 

anticipate a 5 - 10% increase for the year across the board. 

We will be commencing an ‘introduce a new club member’ 

scheme to recruit new players . Recruit friends and family 

to the club and receive a credit of 20% of their fees to your 

account!! 

Finally I would ask that everyone to check their emails so 

any outstanding balances on their accounts are settled. If 

you would like to make arrangements to pay either  

outstanding balances or your 2019 subs please contact me 

directly at andrew-reynolds@greystonescricket.com . 

Andrew Reynold, Treasurer 

  We have a new 

playing kit planned 

for the 2019 

season and we 

urge all league 

players to get 

turned out in the 

new strip. 

The full kit will 

include cap, pants, 

playing shirt and 

sleeveless jumper, 

all with the club 

crest,  and will 

cost €75.   
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