
DATES 

Club Open Day 
Saturday 27 April 
2019 10:00-14:00 
Sign on for the new 

season, buy kit, 
meet up with old 

friends, have some 
coaching and raise 
the flag on the 2019 

season.

Cricket Week 
Sat. 20 - Sun. 28 

July 2019 
Including fixtures 
against the MCC, 

Gents of Essex,  Forty  
Club,  plus our 

Rainbow Cricket 
Tournament 

Club Dinner
Saturday 23 March 

at the Golf Club. 
Look out for details 

in the 
New Year
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club, respected for the 

way we play the game 

and the way we organise 

ourselves. 

The squad of players as 

well as the coaches 

deserve full credit. On 

behalf of the club, 

‘thank you’. 

And let us not forget that 

none of our teams were at 

risk of relegation; the com-

mitment of players and 

coaches at all levels 
deserves recognition.
Indeed, our Academy aims 
to generate a love of the 
game for over 300 young 
people, which ensures an 
increasing strength in 
depth.

highest level of recreational

cricket available, one step 

down from the professional 

county circuit.  Players were 

interviewed, commitments 

made, coaching teams 

deployed, targets set.  We 

gave ourselves 3 years. 

Norwich arrived in 

overcast conditions, the 

rain came and stayed. To 

the credit of both Norwich 

and the umpires, a decision 

was made to play on to 

secure a clear decision and 

avoid a bowl-off. 
We won, the celebrations 

began, the congratulations 

flooded in from supporters 

and other clubs. We 
sensed, if we hadn't before, 
that we are a well-regarded

It was a remarkable eight 
days, which made for a 
fitting end to a remarkable 

year.  

On Saturday 15th  
September we were third in 

the league, having played 
fewer games than others 

due to weather. Certain 

things had to happen on 

that day to ensure we won

the Whiting Division 1 

Cambs and Hunts Premier 
League.  They happened -  
we won and others lost! We 

had 12 hours to prepare 

for a play-off semi final

against the Two Counties

winners -  Worlington.  We

did, and we won. 

Norwich beat Fakenham, 
which meant we would 
play them 6 days later - 
the prize being promotion 

back in to the East Anglian 

Premier League  from which

we were relegated in 2015.

The winter had been spent 

laying plans for getting 

back into the EAPL - the

Winter 

Programme
Seniors - training
will commence on 
Sunday 6 January at 9:30am and continue on 13, 20 January; 3, 10, 17 February; 3, 
10, 17 and 31 March; and 7 and 14 April. Times will vary from week to week. As 
last year, the venue will be the excellent Herts and Essex Cricket Centre (HECC). 
The cost will be £5 per session.  Please notify Club Coach, Ray Mordini, if you wish 
to attend: raymordini2@gmail.com
Juniors -  with this issue of The Dexter you will have received a booking form.  The 
programme runs from Friday 4 January to Friday 29 March (excluding 22 February 
for half term) at the County High School Sports Centre.  Please note that age groups 
and times may change according to numbers booking. We will continue with last
year’s highly successful innovation - The Big Bash Indoor League, interspersed with 
coaching sessions. Enquiries to Toby Montague: tubs@me.com

Clubmark is the
ECB’s quality mark 
for cricket clubs and a 
requirement for all 
Premier League 
teams.  We have held 
this status for 13 years 
and have just been re-
accredited for a 
further 3 years. 



2018 Awards
The season always ends with some 
reflection and a recognition of some 
of the outstanding contributions to 
the club in the past season.  

These are awarded at the Academy 
Awards evening for the juniors and 
a player presentation evening, which 
this year was held at the club on the 
day of the famous victory over 
Norwich. Full details can be found in 
the Season Reviews on the website 
(saffronwaldencricket.co.uk).

As a taster, Clubman of the Year was 
David Razzell for putting our social 
media profile on a much more 
professional footing (see below);  
Most Outstanding Cricketer was Ben 
Harris; Academician of the Year was 
Bertie Scott (see photo below) 

Sponsors
Pelly’s Solicitors, Rajapack, LPA, 
KMD Wealth Management, Saffron 
Insurance, Cheffins, Hot Pink Web 
Design, Help My Cricket, Western 
Electric Contractors Ltd and HCL 
continue to support the club.  We are 
indebted for the support they give us 
along with Arkwrights, Croucher Need-
ham, Adnams Brewery, Bentens, Bur-
tons, Creativity Works, Daniela 
Karsten Registered Homeopath, Foot 
Health Clinic, Friends of Bridge End 
Gardens, Goddards Electrical, 
Goddards Stoves, Gray Palmer, Jacks 
and Jills, Kevin Henry, Mr Cricket, 
Paxtons, The Old English Gentleman, 
Rajdhani Restaurant, Ridgeons, 
Saffron Sport, Saffron Business 
Solutions, Wilby and Burnett and 
YacYak. Trident plc sponsor polo 
shirts for club volunteers and the 
Academy awards. 

T H E D E X T E R

Where are
they now? 
In answer to the 
question, Chris Larlham is 
very much in the 
scorebox whenever the 
1st XI are playing. Whilst 
Chris has never played 
for SWCC, he reflects on 
how things were...
40+ years ago, when team 
secretary at the Old 

Alleynian CC (which fielded 

three teams on Saturday 

and three on Sunday almost 

throughout the season), I

would turn up at selection, 

held on a Monday night at a 

pub just off the Strand near 

the Savoy Hotel, armed with 

a batch of postcards, pre-

addressed to the club's 

players and stamped, on 

which a rubber stamp had 

added a selection 

"template" on the reverse,

and painstakingly filled 

them in as the teams were 

decided upon. After the 

meeting was over, I would 

walk to the main post office 

at the bottom of St Martin's 

Lane and post them, and the 

selected players would find 

their cards on their 

doormats the following 

morning. How did we ever 

manage without WhatsApp, 

Teamer, etc? On Friday

evenings I would go to a 

nearby pub for a few beers 

with my mates, instructing 

my mother not to answer the 

'phone; with no 

answerphones in those days 

that prevented people from 

casually crying off. After 

half a season of this, I was 

emboldened to modernise 
the system. Thereafter, 
those who had declared 
their availability were in the 
same teams the following 
weekend unless they got a 
card or 'phone call telling 
them otherwise. But of 
course in those days we 
didn't have to worry about 
safeguarding, GDPR and 
suchlike. 

Clubhouse 
We have a small team of volunteers un-
dertaking some significant refurbish-
ment of the Clubhouse this winter. 
When you see it next it will be brighter, 
safer — and the toilets might be worth a 
visit! 

We are also grateful to John Bagley 
(Friends of Bridge End Gardens) and 
the Football Club for what has been a 
very successful collaboration to bring a 
new water supply down Catons Lane to 
serve both Football and Cricket Clubs. 

SWCC Committee
Hugh Wiseman
David Barrs  
Tony Wiseman 
Alison Mable  
Peter Hill  
Ray Mordini 
David Hancock
Julia Turner 
Chris Larlham 
Linda Hancock  
Sharon Willis 

President: 
Chairman: 
Vice Chairman:   
Club Secretary:  
Club Treasurer:  
Club Captain:  
Academy Co-ordinator:
Academy Secretary:  
Fixtures Secretary:   
Clubhouse manager: 
Social Secretary: 

Social media 
We have 367 followers on Facebook, 
583 on Instagram and 934 on Twitter 
(@SWCCcrocus). Our end of season 
video has already been viewed 903 times 
on Facebook and 150 times on YouTube. 
"C’mon Crocus" has been viewed 246 
times on Facebook and 789 times on 
YouTube. We have had our tweets liked 
and shared by Dan Norcross of TMS! 
Our Facebook posts now usually get 
around 250 - 450 views, but certain posts 
have had more: 1,700 - promotion for the 
final playoff match. 1,500 - video of end 
of match celebrations after winning the 
league. 1,400 - promotion of “Legends 
Match” for cricket week. 1,000 - U12s 
winning the Brian Taylor Trophy. Views, 
likes and engagement across all 
platforms has increased over the year 
BUT the number of views is very obvi-
ously related to the number of shares and 
retweets we get. “Liking” is helpful but 
it’s shares and retweets that we really 
need to reach a greater number of people.

Pride

Resilience
Friendship  

Humility   




