
 

 

MERRION CC NEWSLETTER 

May 2019 

 

Dear Merrion Cricket Club Members, 

Welcome to the May edition of our newsletter.  We are off to an exciting start to the season 

with some great performances on and off the field.  There were good wins for our Men’s 1st 

and 6th teams and a close loss for our 2nd team. Last weekend our Men’s 1st team continued 

their flying form with two more victories, this time over Clontarf and Rush. The 4th team 

succumbed to the weather last weekend while our young 7th team unfortunately lost out to 

Greystones in Druids Glen.  

We’re also delighted to announce that Avitor Limited are our new main club sponsor for 2019.  

Avitor specialise in the distribution of Audio Visual and Information Technology as well as 

offering a full install service throughout the whole of Ireland.   

 

 

 

  

Avitor take over the mantle of the club’s flagship sponsor from Paddy Power, who we would 

like to thank for their generous support over the last number of years. We are very excited to 

begin what will hopefully prove to be a long, happy and mutually beneficial relationship with 

Avitor.  Further information on Avitor is included in our sponsor’s section of the newsletter. 

Read on for further news on Senior and Youth Cricket, social events such as our Curry Night on 

May 4, and the “Your Club, Your Province” club draw!   

I hope to see you all at Anglesea Road soon.  

Kind regards, 

Andrew Kay 

President 
  



 

 

SENIOR CRICKET 

The Men’s 1st XI got their season up and running this month with a very comprehensive victory 

over Terenure at Anglesea Road.  Michael Lewis was in the runs with a magnificent maiden 1st 

XI hundred. Wickets were shared around in the second innings with Tom Stanton the pick of the 

bowlers, with figures of 3 for 5.  

Last weekend, John Anderson’s team were back out on the field for a double header.  On 

Saturday they were pitted against last year’s runners up Clontarf in what can only be described 

as ‘a family affair’, with Isobel Joyce taking charge of the opposition for the second time in a 

competitive match. Merrion were put into bat by Clontarf and soon got going on their way to a 

mammoth score of 322-6 off 47 overs, with John Anderson scoring a splendid 79, but once 

again the man of the hour was undoubtedly Michael Lewis who scored 90 off 74 balls, including 

5 consecutive sixes in 1 over! Tyrone Kane and David Langford-Smith also took advantage of the 

short boundary on one side to see their team reach a total of 322. Wickets were shared around 

in difficult conditions with 2 each for Tyrone Kane, Max Sorensen and Niranjan Shankar, while 

Sean Stanton also claimed the key wicket of David Delaney who scored a rapid 56 off 29 balls, 

which went a long way to securing a 70-run victory for the team.  

On Sunday, the lads were back in action against a youthful Rush side, this time being opening 

batsman and club stalwart Dom Joyce’s turn to make a big score with a fantastic 143; this, along 

with Tyrone Kane’s 85 from just 58 balls and 2nd XI captain James Hitchcock’s quick-fire 40, 

went a long way to helping the team reach a total of 333-8. From thereon in, the day belonged 

to Max Sorensen, as his 6-46 would prove deadly with Rush bowled out for 65 inside 18 overs 

as Merrion cruised home to a 268 run victory. This is a vital month for the men’s 1st XI, as their 

results in the League Cup over the next few weeks will decide whether they play in the Premier 

League or Championship, so please get down and support your club!  

We also welcomed club pro Ollie Newton during the week from New Zealand, who is set to play 

his first game this Saturday against Balbriggan at Anglesea Road. We hope he enjoys his time 

here.  

 



 

 

The Women’s 1st XI have been back training with coach Nicky Kenny. It’s been a fun few weeks 

with hurls making an appearance in place of our bats as we practiced our big hitting and quick 
wrists. 

Raacky and Leah have returned from the far side of the world and the team are excited for 
what this season will bring. It will be an unusual one; for the first time in years we will be 
without Isobel Joyce, as she moves across to Clontarf as part of her role there. However, 
confidence is still high, and the talent, enthusiasm and ability being shown at training at the 
moment has the group excited about the summer ahead.  

The summer looks set to be busy one with a full set of women’s international fixtures, as well as 
Leah, Raacky, Ceil, Sadhbh and Rachel all involved in the Super 3s. In addition, the sister duo of 
Emily and Kate McAlinden are also involved in the inaugural Hundred Blast League. 

Excitement was high for the first match against Malahide last Thursday but unfortunately 
‘Storm Hannah’ meant the ground was too wet to play. The team regrouped again on Monday 
and now have sights firmly set on the next game, a 50 over against the same opposition on 
Bank Holiday Monday in Merrion.  

With the weather forecast looking promising, we’re hoping to get off the mark with a win, after 
we enjoy the club curry night on Saturday! 

 

 

  



 

 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Short Centenary Overview 

Merrion was one of the founder clubs of the Leinster Cricket Union (LCU) in 1919, but it was not 

until 1926 that it became a Senior Club, as it was then called. Since then the 1st XI have taken 

part in over 1,500 senior matches (excluding T20s), winning 569, losing 647 and drawing the 

rest (there were six tied games). Merrion’s overall win ratio is 37.02, with a loss ratio of 42.09.  

In terms of competitions won, Merrion has had greatest success in the T20 format, winning the 

Alan Murray Cup eight times. Merrion are the current Premier league champions, a competition 

(previously called the Leinster Senior League) they have won six times in all. To round it off, 

Merrion have won the Senior Cup on three occasions and the Short (Wiggins Teape) League 

twice. The highpoint for the 1st XI, however, has been the performance in the Irish Senior Cup, 

which it has won twice in the past decade as well as appearing four more times in the final.  

The total number of club wins in Open Competitions since the Leinster Cricket Union was 

formed in 1919 is 108 (50 leagues, 38 cups and 20 T20s).  The women’s section has also won 28 

competitions (14 leagues, 8 cups and 6 Pilkington Cups) since women’s competitions were 

relaunched in 1977.  

Perhaps more than most clubs, Merrion has gone through periods of mixed fortune. The first to 

win the Senior Double (League and Cup) in 1940, by the 1960s the club was in decline, with its 

very existence threatened by a mix of property developers, periodic flooding of the Dodder and 

other sports clubs with ambitions to take over the ground. The club existed on a hand to mouth 

basis for many years, with a few false dawns but little in the way of real success. It was not until 

the start of the present century that the club could be said to have turned the corner, as it 

rapidly grew in playing strength and for a time had the largest number of adult players of any 

club in Ireland. Merrion starts the second century of the LCU as the highest ranked Leinster club 

in Ireland (second overall). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merrion Men’s 1st XI, 1940 

 



 

 

YOUTH CRICKET 

 Youth training got underway this week and all training times can be seen listed with the 

adult times towards the end of the newsletter. 

 

 Irish International and WBBL star Celeste Raack is heading up the coaching team 

supported by the new club pro Ollie Newton, as well as former youth players who have 

gone on to first team success such as Max Neville and last year’s ‘Poder award’ 

scholarship winner, Leah Paul.  

 

 Ed Joyce is leading the Cubs training with an all-star cast of coaches creating a very fun 

learning environment.  

 

 We have already had a number of youth players represent the men’s senior teams so far 

this year and are committed to giving as many children as possible the chance to 

progress up through the teams. Congratulations to Oisin Bhoja, Jamie Grant and Declan 

de Kock who all played their first games of adult cricket for Merrion last weekend for the 

Men’s 7th XI out in Greystones under the stewardship of captain Mark Sandys. 

 

 We are running our highly popular Summer Camps – please contact 

merrionccyouth@gmail.com to register: 

o Secondary school camp – June 10-14 and June 17-21 
o Primary and secondary school camp – from June 24 for six weeks 

 

Merrion 7 vs Greystones                                                        Youth Open Day 
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Other News 

SOCIAL EVENTS 

 This coming bank holiday weekend, on Saturday May 4, an early season curry night is 

taking place from 6.00 pm. This ties in with the Men’s 1st XI’s home fixture against 

Balbriggan that afternoon. Tickets are €10 and can be purchased at the bar on the day, 

with children under 13 going free! A massive thanks to Sai Reddy for heading up the 

organisation of this event, as well as all others involved. 

 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 A reminder to all members that subscriptions for this season are now due, and can be 

paid on our club website www.merrioncricketclub.com, using the secure STRIPE 

payment system. If you have any issues or queries, feel free to contact our Senior 

membership secretary Rohit Pahuja at rohit.pahuja.db@gmail.com or Sorcha 

Cunningham for the Youth section at cunningham.sorcha@gmail.com 

VOLUNTEERS  

 The club are always looking for volunteers, and if you’re interested in helping out in any 

way, e.g. fundraising, or joining our new social committee, please contact any of the 

Management Committee. 

http://www.merrioncricketclub.com/
mailto:rohit.pahuja.db@gmail.com
mailto:cunningham.sorcha@gmail.com


 

 

YOUR CLUB, YOUR PROVINCE CRICKET LEINSTER DRAW 

 Cricket Leinster are running a large ‘raffle style’ competition this year, as part of their 

centenary celebrations, in which up to €12,000 worth of prizes are available to be won. 

The draw for this will be made at the annual Cricket Leinster awards dinner in the 

Guinness Storehouse in November. Tickets for this draw are available to purchase at 

the club bar at a cost of €10 each, with all proceeds going back into grassroots club 

cricket. Further information on this draw can be found at www.cricketleinster.ie. 
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Other dates for your diary 
 

 Here’s a look at the 1st teams’ fixtures for May: 

o May 4 – Men's 1st XI home to Balbriggan, 12.00 pm 

o May 6 – Women's 1st XI home to Malahide, 12.30 pm 

o May 8 – Women's 1st XI home to Clontarf, 6.00 pm 

o May 12 – Men's 1st XI away to Pembroke, 12.00 pm 

o May 16 – Women's 1st XI away to Leinster, 6.00 pm 

o May 18 – Men's 1st XI away to Leinster, 12.00 pm 

o May 23 – Women's 1st XI away to Pembroke, 6.00 pm 

Further fixtures will be announced for the men’s 1st XI following the completion of the League 

Cup and these will be posted on our club website, www.merrioncricketclub.com, as well as the 

Cricket Leinster website, www.cricketleinster.ie. 

 

 Social Activities 
o We are also looking for members for our Social Committee to help organise 

social events in the Club.  If you are interested please feel free to contact club 
president Andrew Kay at president@merrioncricketclub.com. 

 

 Club Bar 
o Bar opening times will remain unchanged from last year.  The bar will be open 

from the times below and by request for other matches: 
 Thursday 5.30 pm 
 Friday 5.30 pm 
 Saturday 12.30 pm 
 Sunday 12.30 pm 

 
o To host a function at the Club please contact our Club Manager Anne Fitzsimons 

at anyafitzsimons@gmail.com.  We can arrange catering to your specifications. 
 

 Training Times 

Team  Day  Time  

Seniors – commencing April 2  

Men 1-3   Tuesday & Thursday  6.00-8.00 pm 

Men 4-8  Wednesday  6.00-8.00 pm 

Women  Monday  6.00-8.00 pm 

Youth – commencing April 27  

Cubs Boys & Girls  Sunday  9.30-10.45 am 

Minor Boys & Girls (5th and 6th class) Sunday  9.30-11.00 am 

Junior Boys & Girls (1st and 2nd year) Saturday  9.30-11.00 am 

Colts (3rd and 4th year) & U17  Wednesday  17.00-19.00 pm 

http://www.merrioncricketclub.com/
http://www.cricketleinster.ie/
mailto:president@merrioncricketclub.com
mailto:anyafitzsimons@gmail.com


 

 

MAIN CLUB SPONSOR  

We are delighted to announce that Avitor Limited are our new main club sponsor for 2019.  

Avitor specialise in the distribution of Audio Visual and Information Technology as well as 

offering a full install service throughout the whole of Ireland.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

Avitor take over the mantle of the club’s flagship sponsor from Paddy Power, who we would 

like to thank for their generous support over the last number of years. We are very excited to 

begin what will hopefully prove to be a long, happy and mutually beneficial relationship with 

Avitor.   

About Avitor 

Avitor are distributors of Audio Visual and Information Technology, specialising in a select range 
of Interactive Touch Screens, Collaborative Solutions, Digital Signage, Wireless Presentation 
Systems, and Hotel TV Systems. 

Avitor provide first class service and support whilst supplying IT and AV as well as offering a full 
install service throughout the whole of Ireland.   

Avitor have fine digital demonstration rooms where all their products are available to be 
viewed and experienced at their Glasnevin, Dublin base. 

With a combined knowledge base of over 60 years between them, the Avitor team have the 
experience, know-how and solutions for all your AV and IT projects.   

See their website https://www.avitor.ie for further information, or phone 01-912 1330. 
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Merrion Cricket Club sign sponsors: 

We would like to thank our existing Club sponsors who provide valuable financial support to the 

Club.  We encourage you to support these businesses in return. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal and corporate sponsorship is a vital part of the Club’s funding.  If you, a friend or 

family member work in a company that might be interested, please contact our Chair of 

Finance, Philly Quinlan, for further information at phillyquinlan100@gmail.com or 086 834 

1313. 

 

 


