
Team Bath Buccaneers Academy Policy Changes 2019/20 
 
The 2019/20 season will see some changes to academy policies. The following document will outline these 
changes and the rationale behind them.  
 
These changes represent a commitment from the academy to provide a training environment that focuses on 
quality, but this is only half of the equation. Players are also expected to make themselves available for 
training sessions and matches and to approach both with the commitment and positive attitude to allow their 
abilities to flourish.   
 
If you have any further questions about the changes listed below, please contact the Junior Academy Director 
of Hockey, Toby Blong, at tobyblongtbb@gmail.com 
 

Squad List 
 
The academy will run the following 20 squads for the 2019/20 season: 
 

BOYS GIRLS MIXED 

U18 A U18 A U10 1 

U16 A U16 A U10 2 

U16 B U16 B U10 3  

U14 A U14 A U8 1 

U14 B U14 B  

U14 C U14 C  

U12 1 U12 1  

U12 2 U12 2  

 
The biggest change from last season is that the boys and girls U16 C squads will not be running. This is because 
both the boys and girls U16 C squads folded within a month last season due to a lack of attendance and an 
inability to field teams for matches.  
 
The money that would have been spent on coaches of the U16 C squads has been reinvested to give a pay rise 
to the lead coaches of the other squads in order to help attract better quality coaches. 
 
The additional pitch space has allowed the U18 boys to train at a reasonable time on Thursdays, rather than 
late on Friday nights. It has also freed up space to allow for the possibility of the expansion of the goalkeeping 
academy, which was extremely popular last season.  
 
Goalkeeping academy dates are TBC. These dates will be finalized by the start of the season in September.   
 

Squad Sizes 
 
This season, academy squads will be initially limited to 
 

• U18-U14: 20 outfield players, plus goalkeepers  
 

• U12-U8: 25 outfield players, plus goalkeepers 
 
There are currently no plans to limit the number of goalkeepers in each squad. 
 
Team Bath Buccaneers does not own the pitches we train and play on and, due to the lack of available training 
space, the Academy is unable to accept every applicant as this would mean that squads would 

• have to train on a third or quarter-sized pitch, leading to potentially dangerous numbers of children 
on a pitch at any one time 

• have high player-to-coach ratios and therefore low contact time and lower quality training sessions 
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• not be able to offer all players opportunities to play matches 
 
 
The changes have been made to ensure that each squad 

• has half a pitch to train on  

• has small enough numbers to ensure that players are engaged and feel that training is valuable 

• has enough players to ensure that selection for matches is competitive 
 

Membership U14-U18 
 
For those in the U14-U18 age groups, acceptance into the academy is based on performance at trials, which 
take place over two sessions at the start of September. Trials are the fairest way to allow new, talented players 
to join the academy as they are assessed amongst their peers. Being a member of the academy in the previous 
season does not guarantee a place for the coming season.  
 
Having said this, if a player is not accepted into the academy and is over the age of 13, they are still eligible to 
train and play in the senior sides, at the reduced U18 rate of £200. If this is the case, you will need to contact 
the relevant membership secretary.  
 
After the initial trials are over, there will be three assessment weeks where the players are divided by ability 
into squads. The squads are not set for the season and player movement is expected between them as the 
season progresses.   
 
The number of squads that the academy runs at different age groups is designed to ease the players into a 
more competitive trialing process as they get older. The U14s have three teams (A, B and C), the U16s have 
two (A and B) and the U18s have a single squad (A). This means that we expect to accept the majority of 
players who apply to the U14 age groups and the U16 and U18 age groups to be increasingly more competitive 
for places.  
 
Each squad will have a Lead Coach and an Assistant Coach and so the squad size of 20 outfield players plus 
goalkeepers has been chosen in order to bring the training squads in line with England Hockey best practice 
ratios.  
 

Membership U8-U12: 
 
Applicants in the U8-U12 age groups are accepted into the academy on a first-come-first-served basis, with 
preference given to those who are already in the club. The academy does not run trials for children in this age 
group. Once an age group is full, applicants are added to a waiting list, where priority is given to those who 
have been on the waiting list the longest.  
 
Training squads have been limited to 25 outfield players plus goalkeepers to ensure that training sessions are 
safe and effective. Certain age groups (such as the U12s) run two training squads, others (such as U8s) only run 
one. Each age group will have a lead coach per pitch, up to three assistant coaches (depending on number of 
squads) and volunteer coaches.  
 
 


