
Guildford International Volleyball Club 

Wednesday 15th May, Horse & Groom 

Apologies for Absence / Role Call 
John Biddiscombe (Chairman)   Elizabeth Marrier 

Karolina Molenda (Treasurer)   Ralf Kerchen 

Wendy Bacon (Secretary)   Mike Richardson 

Rita Silva     Marika Katzourakis 

Debs Pickens     Claire Bourgouin 

Nico Epiphaniou    Maciej Michalak 

Robin Kamiya     Silvie Koubkova 

Pauline Laroche     Frank Schiller 

 

Apologies received from: Clive Cooper, Darren  

Chairman’s Address 
 John praised efforts of Karolina on finances and fixtures, although performance was down on last year. 

 A big congratulations to Nicos and Monika. Nicos retains Mens MVP(Most Valued Player) Div 2 NVL (National 

Volleyball League) for 2nd year running and Monika is voted MPV Div 2 in Womens NVL . Well Done. 

 John received a Long Service Award from EVA and is going to meet the Queen for all his efforts in volleyball. 

 In-depth report is attached which highlights all the great work done by GIVC throughout 2012. Appendix  1 

Approval of Club Accounts 
 Karolina presented club accounts and discussed financial position of the club. 

 Deficit from NVL men’s and women’s teams. 

 Membership remains the same on website 69 members 

 No purchase of new equipment 

 Beginners course made a profit of £370 

 Debtors list with monies owed £863 

 Total balance -£660 

 The club accounts were approved  16 votes 

Membership fees 
 Due to public liability insurance – proposal for everyone to become members 

 Membership fees £30 (waged), £20 (unwaged), £15 (students, associate, juniors & social members) 

 Increase in training fees  

o Non-members £8 (waged) £6 (unwaged) 

o Members £5 (waged) £4 (unwaged) 

Unanimously approved 



 

Election of Committee 
Position Name Nominated Seconded 

Chair John Biddiscombe Karolina Molenda Wendy Bacon 

Secretary Wendy Bacon John Biddiscombe Karolina Molenda 

Treasurer Karolina Molenda John Biddiscombe Mike Richardson 

Social Secretary Clive Cooper Karolina Molenda Wendy Bacon 

Press & Publicity Ralf Kerchen John Biddiscombe  Karolina Molenda 

Coaching 
Administrator 

Maciej Michalak Marika Katzourakis Wendy Bacon 

Fixtures Secretary Karolina Molenda Marika Katzourakis John Biddsicombe 

New Members Marika Katzourakis John Biddiscombe  Wendy Bacon 

Child Welfare Officier Debs Pickens John Biddiscombe Wendy Bacon 

Dev’t Officer John Biddiscombe   

 

Election of Selection Committee 
 Maciej Michalak 

 Wendy Bacon 

 Ralf Kerchen 

Official Proposals and Resolutions 
 Membership / price increase – see above 

Any Other Business 
 John explained items discussed at Surrey’s AGM which will have an impact on GIVC 

o SVL propose a £5 membership per player 

o Increase in league entry fee £30 - £40 

o Proposal for free weekend in the season for development i.e. referees course etc 

o Deadlines for entry 1st July, payment 1st August, league starts 21st September 

 England Volleyball are looking to increase volleyball players, especially ages 14-24 

 Surrey and South London are being considered – funding for Development Officer – questionnaire 

completed and submitted by John. 

 Guildford Tournament 7th July – all hands on deck to help with this. 

 Maciej – Gap between Sunday and Tuesday session should be bridged with an open session once a month on 

1st Tuesday of every month. SVL players must have an opportunity to train as a team. 

 Men’s Tsunami team invited to train with NVL players 

 Contact Surrey University (Vanda) try to combine beginners sessions  

 More emphasis on social events Mike happy to help Clive out 

 Summer outdoors sessions start in June – somebody needed to organise this 

 Ralf – requested needed more detailed information regarding club flyers/posters 

 Karolina – all registration to be done on club website.  

 Coaches of sessions must keep list of attendees and if possible update website. 

 Dedicated person responsible for each team to organise players and helpers 

 



 

Appendix 1 
 

GIVC run teams in the National Volleyball League and Surrey League as well as taking part in recreational 

tournaments over the summer. 

In the 2012-13 season the club achieved the following placing: - 

 Team  Competition    Placing 

 NVL Men National League Division 2 South 9th Place 

 NVL Men Volleyball England Shield  Quarter Finals 

 NVL Women National League Division 2 South 4th Place 

 NVL Women Volleyball England Cup   Round 2 

 Tsunami Surrey League Division 1  6th Place 

 Storm  Surrey League Division 2  7th Place 

 Mistral  Surrey League Division 1   5th Place 

During the season Guildford passed the landmark of 750 National League matches. 

Training Sessions 

We remain one of only a few clubs in the area to offer year round training sessions for club members. During the 

season we provide 8 hours a week of training sessions and unlike the majority of clubs all our matches are scheduled 

at separate times to our training. 

Intermediate 

Maciej Michalak has taken over coaching Tuesday evening sessions and numbers at the session have remained high 

throughout the year. 

Advanced 

John Biddiscombe and Mike Richardson continue to coach the womens and mens teams in the National League and 

coach the respective Advanced Training sessions on Wednesday and Thursday evenings. Numbers at these sessions 

have been boosted by various players from Surrey League and University teams who have been prepared to commit 

to improving their game. 

Recreational Volleyball 

Go Spike sessions 

Our regular Sunday evening open session has been promoted as part of Volleyball England’s Go Spike campaign.  

Clive Cooper provides a lead on coaching this popular Open/Beginners session with assistance from Maceij, John, 

Wendy and Marika.  With this number of coaches available it means that players can get more personalised 

attention. 

In September we also ran a 5 week beginners course to capitalise on interest in the sport following the London 

Olympic Games. In total we had 35 people coming to the sessions with a weekly average attendance of 19.5 people. 

Several of the people attending these sessions are now playing in our teams while others are content with enjoying 

the social aspect of the game. 



Come and try sessions 

Our efforts to run outdoor “Come and Try” sessions were hampered in the early part of the summer by some truly 

appalling weather which saw most sessions being cancelled. As a result we scrapped plans to run the Outdoor 

Summer league and concentrated on Sunday evening sessions which when weather allowed were well attended.  

Olympic Torch Relay Event 

We were invited by Guildford Borough council to attend the Olympic Torch Relay event on Stoke Park and run a 

series of “Have a Go” sessions. After some last minute changes due to swamp like conditions in some areas of the 

park following Guilfest the weekend before. We setup a small court alongside all the other sports, many of which 

were supported by their governing bodies. 

At times we were overwhelmed with people wanting to play, it was difficult to estimate numbers but it was well 

over 150 people who either tried our target serving game or played in a series of impromptu games. 

Open Tournament 

We again ran the popular Christmas Tournament at Guildford Spectrum with 33 players being placed into randomly 

drawn teams for each game. Players from throughout Surrey and further afield enjoyed this festive fun. 

Club Tournament 

Again as with most events last summer entries were badly affected by the weather, but our decision not to cancel 

was vindicated as 9 teams enjoyed a rare chance to play outdoors. 

Summer Tournaments 

We entered several summer tournaments including:- 

• Lancing Triples 

• Surrey Tournament 

• Wessex Tournament 

• Ashcombe 

• East Hants – Borden 

• Whitfield – Bath 

Junior Volleyball 

We have had a fair amount of interest from junior players throughout the year – 14 youngsters have attended a 

session with 7 attending Sunday Open sessions on a (reasonably) regular basis, while we have managed to integrate 

them into the sessions there hadn’t been the critical mass necessary to run a dedicated session. 

At the end of the season we decided to run a 5 week course for juniors and initial numbers has been encouraging. 

The aim is to provide a competitive outlet at the end of the course by entering teams into the Ashcombe “Let’s Play 

Volleyball” tournament 

Taster “Have a Go” sessions have been run at Amesbury School (Hindhead) with 115 youngsters, also sessions have 

been delivered at St Catharine’s in Bramley, Weydon school in Farnham and Guildford County School. 

We continue to pursue opportunities to deliver sessions in schools in the Guildford area. 

  

 



Further / Higher Education Links 

The relationship with the Surrey University team has gone from strength to strength with John Biddiscombe and 

Nicolas Epiphaniou coaching the open (Monday) and team training (Friday) sessions.  

The newly formed women team were run away winners in the league and runners up in the BUCS Cup competition.  

At the End of season “Colours Ball” they were awarded the Team Surrey “Team of the Year”, which is a great 

achievement  for a “minority” sport, especially considering the levels of support that is available to sports such as 

Basketball, Netball and Rugby which have professional teams based at Surrey Sports Park. 

The Higher Education Volleyball Officer (HEVO) Rita Silva has done a great job in promoting the sport at the 

university, a fact recognised by both the management at the University and Volleyball England.  

To cap a brilliant year Rita has also won an individual Team Surrey award. 

In the Further Education sector Wendy Bacon has also been delivering a recreational volleyball session at Guildford 

College throughout the year. 

Qualifications and Awards 

Coaches 

GIVC is very fortunate to be able to call on the services several coaches with a wealth of experience between them.  

 Qualification Number Coaches 

 UKCC Level 1 3  Clive Cooper, Nicolas Epiphaniou, Maciej Michalak 

 Level 2  4  Wendy Bacon, Bob Pickens, Deb Pickens, Mike Richardson 

 Level 3  1  John Biddiscombe 

All of the above are registered with Volleyball England and are actively coaching within the club, other club members 

hold qualifications but are not actively coaching at present. 

Referees 

We also have a number of qualified (and registered) referees within the club 

 Qualification Number Coaches 

 Grade IV 5  Clive Cooper, Deb Pickens, John Biddiscombe, Luke Collins, Karine Bourcier 

 Grade 3R 2  Bob Pickens, Pawel Kempa 

 Grade 3N 1  Elizabeth Marrier 

 

  

 

 

 


