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Firstly, it is fair to say that we find ourselves in the most bizarre of circumstances within the County, 
Region, Country and World. Who would have predicted when we turned over a new year that 2020 
would turn out as it has so far? We find our personal lives turned upside down and in our small part 
of the hockey world it is the strangest end to a season that anyone will have ever imagined!  

Strange that we didn’t get to finish all our respective leagues. Strange that we have not been able to 
hold our end of season presentations and celebrations. Strange that we have not been able to meet 
up with all our hockey family. Strange that we will, undoubtedly, have to postpone our AGM. I write 
this report knowing that this is 99% the case bearing in mind Government Guidelines. 

However, most importantly we hope that all our family and friends stay safe and that we come out 
the other side relatively unscathed and perhaps, in some respect, with a different perspective on 
how we want life to proceed. 

So, let me take you back to a time where hockey not only existed but was probably fairly central in 
our lives!! It is what we all love and enjoy doing – we are passionate, competitive and enthusiastic 
about our sport.  

Having received news at the end of April that the Verde Recreo and West Woman’s leagues had 
finally been agreed and the information had been released, it gives me great pleasure to 
congratulate all our sides on their final standings. 

Looking back through both league websites there have been some excellent results from Cornish 
teams in particular within the women’s leagues this year. Special mention should be made for three 
clubs in particular: 

Firstly, to Falmouth Ladies 1st XI who secured promotion into Premier 1 league – an incredible 
achievement and who are now the highest ranked women’s side in the County – the first Cornish 
side in the Prem 1 league for over a decade! 

Secondly, to Penzance Ladies 1st XI who secured promotion into Premier 2B league next year. After a 
hotly-contested battle with Caradon Ladies 1st XI all season it was unfortunate that the first match to 
be cancelled was this return fixture! This would have been a great showcase but probably a tense 
affair with, no doubt, some awesome hockey on show!  

Finally, to Camborne School of Mines Ladies 1st XI who have gained promotion from Trelawney 
Division 1, a notoriously difficult league to get out of so a huge congratulations to this side. 

Our men’s sides have remained fairly consistent with the majority of sides remaining within their 
respective leagues. Nothing to report on promotions but there was plenty last year so reconciliation 
is the order of the day. 
 



I take you back to September 2019… we held our annual pre-season competitions in glorious 
sunshine, which are always a great couple of days and allows players, umpires and coaches the 
opportunity to blow out the cobwebs! I’ll leave the majority of this report to Stuart however I 
believe it is safe to say that the new format worked well and that sides felt it far more beneficial to 
play teams at their own level. 
 
This year we were privileged to have David Elworthy (from England Hockey), Angela Lewis and Dave 
Chatterjee (both Level 2 and Assessors) offer guidance, mentoring and support for those who 
wanted it. At this point I would like to thank Viv Cobner for all her efforts behind the scenes in 
securing these people to help us develop. She has worked tirelessly to ensure our umpires get the 
best support, as well as undertaking assessments across the County (oh… and trying to secure 
umpires for all the matches across the region!) Thank you so much! 
 
We’ve also organised a number of England Hockey courses on behalf of Clubs with plenty of 
attendees. Coaching courses, a TTL course, an Umpire Level 1 Umpiring Course were all held. We 
also started to look at the delivery of some Flyerz hockey which was instigated by Toby Riddle at 
Caradon HC. Unfortunately, this didn’t go too much further due to Covid-19. However the intention 
is to pick this back up again as soon as this is possible – we also have input from Dave Chatterjee 
who has contacts with other clubs who have done this further up country and could offer some 
useful advice. 
 
Thank you for everyone who has continued to support and embrace the Club Forums and attended 
the various courses. It helps us maintain the future of hockey within the County in conjunction with 
what you, the clubs and members, want provided.  
 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
This year I have been pushing for content onto both our website and Facebook pages from all our 
clubs, players and officials. It is impossible for me to be everywhere so I do need everyone to send 
me information (or tag Cornwall Hockey Association) in a post and I will reshare to the rest of the 
county. The process has been slow but I feel that we have a number of people who are helping us 
push these forms of communication.  
 
Let’s keep this going – amazingly I have received the greatest amount of feedback and news whilst 
we have been in lockdown with most of our clubs taking part in the ‘toilet roll challenge’ or posting 
pictures of their ‘key worker portrait photos’ who are members of our clubs. This has been fabulous 
to see and is great for the hockey family so thank you everyone.  
 
We continue to receive people visiting the ‘contact us’ page with queries about which club they 
should join as they are new to the area. Responses have been set back with contact details. I do try 
to respond within a short period of time but please bear with me if I take a little longer – generally I 
am fairly busy with work! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
I must also highlight a few extra congratulations for efforts beyond our County leagues and fixtures: 



To Penzance Ladies 1st XI on their fantastic efforts in the England Hockey National League Cup who 
got though to the semi-finals of the Tier 2. An incredible achievement being only two games away 
from playing at Lee Valley! 
 
Congratulations to Jacob Pengelly (Penzance) who played his debut international match for the U16 
England boys team. 
 
Truro High School for Girls U16 team on being crowned National Champions in the Tier 3 England 
Hockey Schools Championships.  
 
If I have missed anyone off then I apologise…  
   
TOURNAMENTS 
The closing of our County season has very much been put on hold with the semi-finals and finals of 
our cup and plate tournaments being stopped due to Covid-19.  
 
We have had to make the sad decision to not hold our Mixed Tournament this year but perhaps 
there may be opportunity to finish what we started?? We really don’t know when we will be able to 
start again and we will, of course, following EH and Government guidance, but we have until the 
latter part of the year to see if it is possible to finish them.  
 
UMPIRES & BEHAVIOUR 
We have also continued to try and raise the umpiring standards within the County where there has 
been mentoring. These have continued to be helpful to those willing to participate and we would 
like to continue this trend. 
 
Once again, there have been a few incidents of poor behaviour both on and off the pitch and, as part 
of the mentoring, we need to ensure that as a County we are doing as much as possible in ensuring 
that our Clubs (especially captains) are aware of their responsibilities in ensuring that players and 
spectators behave in an appropriate manner. 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who has umpired during the course of the season – there have been 
some difficult times due to lack of umpires so we must continue to grow the third team if our clubs 
wanted to continue to play. 
 
JUNIORS & COUNTY SIDES 
I have had the pleasure of attending a few of the tournaments and once again the standard has been 
excellent – the future remains bright. As for the rest of the junior update I will leave this for John to 
report on later. 
 
During the season we tried to ensure that a County wide opportunity was provided to our male 
players to partake in the County squad. My personal thank you to Dom Chatfield in pursuing this 
important trials and selection format. Unfortunately, players seemed unable to attend the sessions 
put in place and it was left to the County to cover pitch costs for unfulfilled selection dates. Moving 



forward I believe that this course of action must continue to take place as it is important for an open 
approach to player selection and I hope players will support this.  
 
I would like to also specifically thank Barbara for her dedication to hockey within the County. Whilst I 
appreciate that this is through her employment with England Hockey she continues to drive all her 
counties forward – Cornwall are not the only one on her patch and I appreciate just how many 
meetings she attends on behalf of the hockey family. 
 
A big thank you to all our current committee members, umpires, managers and coaches across the 
County who have continued to help keep hockey in Cornwall moving forward. Without you it would 
be impossible to create such a great community.  
 
AND FINALLY… 
This year we have a number of our long-standing committee members stepping down from their 
posts which means it is vital that we have new people coming forward. The County does not run by 
itself so it is important that we have new faces putting themselves forward.  
 
We will be sorry to say goodbye to Ian Wilson, our President, who for personal reasons, has decided 
to step down from his post. Ian has been an absolute stalwart for Cornish hockey over a number of 
decades!  
 
We are also saying goodbye to Jeanette Coleman, Secretary, who has been part of the committee for 
a great number of years (formally as Competitions Secretary!) and who has been my ‘wing woman’ 
for a huge portion of the time that I have been chair. 
 
We also say goodbye to Max Chippett, Vice Chair for the county and Dom Chatfield, County Mens 
Squad Manager and Disciplinary officer – both for personal reasons and I thank them for their 
support over the past few years. 
 
At the last AGM I stated that this would be my last year but I will rescind this for one more year due 
to the ongoing work that I have been doing at regional level on the proposed format for our 
structure. Obviously, if someone has a desire to be Chairperson then I am, of course, happy to step 
back (this is a voted role after all!!) and can offer some of the insight that I have on the proposed 
structure so that this can be progressed.  
 
As all clubs will know there will (potentially) be a new governance structure in place as we move 
forward, although we are still awaiting final agreement from England Hockey. They too, had to put 
their AGM on hold as we still await the final sign off of the new format. This won’t make too much 
difference to Cornwall in the running but we should be mindful of progression. 
 
Hockey is always looking for volunteers whether at Club, County or Regional level and we are always 
asking for people’s time and help – well now is no different and if we all want Cornish hockey to 
keep moving forward then we do need volunteers to help the running. As you can see from the small 
list of posts listed above we have many of the larger posts available which will need to be filled. 
These are not insignificant and I need all clubs and members of the hockey family to think long and 



hard about how they can help. If we don’t fill these posts then hockey will not happen as I will not 
hold the fort on these positions as well as my own as Chair and that of Communications Officer. 
 
Please – if you would like to volunteer in any of the roles then email Jeanette Coleman and myself in 
the first instance so that we can collate the information. 
 
Thank you everyone. Stay safe and look after yourself and your families – that includes your hockey 
family. 
 
Glayne Price 
Chairperson for Cornwall Hockey Association 
(temporary Communication Officer) 
 
03-05-2020 
 
 
 
 
 


