
Melksham Swordfish 
COVID-19 update 

 

Covid-19 has had a huge impact on all of our lives and whilst most organisations have 
returned to some kind of normality those of us in the aquatic world are not so lucky. The 
Government has now given the date of the 25th July for indoor pools to open, but we are of 
course led by the Blue Pool management and they may not be in a position to open on this 
date as there are many measures that will need to be put in place. 
 
We have appointed a COVID liaison officer who is working closely with the Blue Pool in 
preparation for our return to the pool. When we do return we may need a COVID support 
officer at each of our sessions just to keep an eye and make sure that everyone in 
attendance is adhering to measures we put in place and to answer any queries on the 
poolside. If this is something that is of interest to you please get in touch. 
 
Swim England have been proactive and have produced extensive documents detailing 
various different recommendations for returning to the pool, all of which are based on the 
current government guidelines and scientific advice. Swim England continue to monitor the 
relevant advice and guidelines and update these documents where required, the most 
recent documents can be viewed here if you would like to take a look; Swim England Return 
to Pool Guidance  
 
Melksham Swordfish committee and poolside team are constantly reviewing the most up to 
date guidance and the Swim England recommendations in order to be as fully prepared as 
possible for when we can return to our much missed sessions, we routinely meet virtually 
and we will keep you as up to date as possible. 
 
Our teach to swim sessions do not normally run during August and we will not be in a 
position to resume them before the summer break. When we do return to the pool we may 
have to enforce a limit of one adult supervising per family on poolside in order to keep 
poolside numbers to a minimum, but ultimately the government will dictate if this will even be 
permissible. 
 

Where do we go from here?  

I‘m sure you can understand that we may have to split our swimmers and coaches into 
bubbles in order to limit contact, similar to what has happened in schools. Partly in order to 
prepare for this we have put together a short survey which we ask is completed for each 
club member in your household; if this could be completed as soon as possible it would be 
much appreciated. You can find our survey here; Swimmers Survey. A parent/guardian can 
complete on the swimmers behalf but anyone over 14 years should be able to complete it by 
themselves. 
 
When returning to sessions we believe that the pools will ask that all swimmers arrive 
“beach ready”, this means that swimmers will have their swimwear on underneath their 
clothing so that they are able to remove their clothing and be swim ready on the poolside, 
therefore avoiding use of the changing rooms where social distancing will be more difficult. 
As a club we ask that all swimmers bring their own named equipment in their own named 
bag so that it can be on poolside for them to easily access, it will not be possible to share 
equipment, this is particularly important for water bottles as many swimmers have the same 
brand/colour. Mesh bags are very useful for holding swim equipment whilst allowing it to dry 
quickly. 
 

  

https://www.swimming.org/swimengland/pool-return-guidance-documents/
https://www.swimming.org/swimengland/pool-return-guidance-documents/
https://proteusresearch.fra1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cOMFj0ED4HpwlN3
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What kit do swimmers need to bring?  

All swimmers will need; 
 

• Named goggles 
 

• Named swimming hat (for those with long hair) 
 

• Named swimwear 
 

• Named towel/robe 
 

 
In addition to the above, all swimmers attending the Saturday 8am teach to swim session 
will also need; 
 

• Named fins 
 

• Named kickboard 
 

• Named water bottle 
 

 
In addition to all of the above, all swimmers attending the Monday, Thursday and 8am 
Saturday coaching sessions will also need; 

 

• Named pull buoy 
 

• Named snorkel (optional but can aid with controlling breathing whilst passing other 
swimmers as well as improving stroke) 

 

Where can I buy kit?  

If you need new Swordfish swimwear please get in touch with Yvonne via email 
kitmanager@melkshamswordfish.org.uk 
 
Sports Bug in Melksham sells the required equipment, but if you need any help sourcing 
anything or any guidance please get in touch. 
 
 

What about the future?  

It seems unlikely that we will be able to hold our Club Champs this year, this is very 
disappointing but it will give our swimmers time to get back up to full fitness progressively 
and without pressure. But just because we will not be able to hold our Club Champs does 
not mean that we can’t have a club get together in place of our normal celebration evening, 
let’s face it after all this time staying in we will be long overdue a get together! So dependent 
on the government restrictions at the time we still hope to hold some form of club social on 
Saturday 5th December so please mark it in your diary ☺ 
 
 
I will try to keep you as up to date as possible with any developments, in the meantime if you 
have any queries or suggestions please let me know. 
 
Claire 
Melksham ASC Chair 
 
chairperson@melkshamswordfish.org.uk 
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