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INTRODUCTION 

This document is intended as a supplement to the Points to Consider (27th 

August, 2020) issued by the Testway Youth Football League.  No changes have 

been made to the text of that document but this supplement recognises the 

latest changes to Government advice and regulations announced on 22nd 

September. 

 

IMPORTANT 

Please ensure that your club is aware of the latest advice circulated by the FA 

(forwarded by the TYFL Secretary) to be aware of the launch of the NHS Track 

& Trace App and the requirement to display the NHS QR poster.  Non-

compliance may result in the club being fined.  

 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 

We are now two weeks into the season, and the challenges of safely running 

Youth football this year have become quite evident, particularly in the light of 

the enhanced restrictions.  Thankfully, there is nothing in these latest changes 

which directly affect outdoor grass roots football.   However, a number of 

instances have already arisen where team members or coaches have displayed 

suspected COVID-19 symptoms and have been tested for the virus.  A number 

of positive tests or suspected cases have been recorded which has resulted in 

matches being postponed. 

 

What should clubs do when a player or coach (or parent) displays 

symptoms of COVID-19 ? 

 

• If a team member or coach is suspected of having symptoms of COVID-

19 they should self-isolate and request a test.  This is a Government 

requirement.  The individual (child or adult) is required to self-isolate 

until the result of the test is available.    
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• It may be necessary for members of their household to self-isolate also, 

but at this stage there is no requirement for any other person to self-

isolate unless a particular risk through contact is recognised.   

• The League suggests that under these circumstances, the club may 

notify teams it has recently played, e.g. within the last 72 hours, or 

teams they are scheduled to play in the next 14 days, of the fact that the 

club has persons who are displaying COVID-19 symptoms and are 

awaiting the results of a test.  They may wish to take their own action. 

• It is likely that under these circumstances, postponement of pending 

fixtures will be necessary.  Please contact the League if you are in any 

doubt. 

 

What do we do if the result of the COVID-19 test is POSITIVE ? 

 

• If the result of the test of a player or coach is POSITIVE, those persons 

are required by Government regulation to self-isolate for at least 10 

days.  Those who are considered to have been in close contact with any 

individual player, coach, referee or parent, are required to self-isolate 

for 14 days.   The difficulty for clubs is to understand who has been in 

‘close contact’.  In the case of a positive test it is anticipated that the 

Track & Trace system or the NHS App should identify contacts, however, 

for the sake of prudence a club affected in this way should notify their 

opponents from recent matches and those scheduled to be played in the 

coming 14 days.  Those contacted must then make their own decisions 

as how a team and other club members should be notified and act.  

Those who may have been directly contacted by Track & Trace who will 

receive instructions individually. 

PLEASE NOTE, there is concern of telephone scams.  A call received 

from Track & Trace will always be from a single telephone source, 0300 

0135 000. 

THE LEAGUE SHOULD ALSO BE NOTIFIED (to the relevant LDR and the 

League Secretary). 
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What do we do in the event of a test result being NEGATIVE ? 

 

• If the result of a COVID-19 test is NEGATIVE, then unless the individual is 

still feeling unwell, there is no further restriction on that person, nor 

their contact.    

• It is suggested that the outcome of the test is notified to the League and 

to past and future opponents.  A match may then go ahead provided 

that both teams are satisfied that the conditions are safe to do so. 

• The affected club is requested to act responsibly, and ensure that, 

despite a negative result being reported, none of the those tested or in 

self-isolation continues to feel unwell.   Such a scenario might result in a 

non-COVID infection displaying COVD-like symptoms being reported in 

contacts and those persons having to be tested. 

• The importance of communication between teams and the League is 

paramount in maintaining a COVID-safe environment for matches to 

take place. 

 

How do recent changes to the COVID rules affect youth football ? 

• The COVID rules have been tightened by the Government in recent 

weeks and with the announcements of 22nd September. 

• There is nothing which has been introduced in the revised rules which 

prevents youth and grass roots football being played. 

• However, with a generally tightened regime of guidance, it is even more 

important for clubs to adhere to Government guidelines and regulations, 

FA Guidance and individual club arrangements for safeguarding players, 

parents, spectators and officials.   

• The NHS App is likely to become a useful tool for clubs.   

• The changes have highlighted the need for clubs, players, referees and 

spectators to follow the three basic rules, of ‘Wash Your Hands’, 

Maintain Social Distancing, Wear a Mask.   In the open air the need for a 

mask is advisable when in close proximity to others, but the most 

significant change with the recent changes is The Rule of Six.   
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• Rule of Six.  The League’s Points to Consider document, already 

highlights the need to congregate in numbers of no more than six.  The 

Government’s clarification of this must be followed, and with no more 

than two households forming that group.  At venues for recreational 

sport, there will be significant numbers of parents and other spectators, 

and the League reminds spectators to follow the rules and exercise 

social distancing between the groups.  The clubs are responsible for 

reminding spectators of the importance of following those the rules. 

 

The League’s Points to Consider document of 27th August, has not been 

updated, these notes are considered supplementary to it. 

• A number of matches have been observed by League officials, and 

generally, Spectator compliance with expectation has been good. 

• Behaviour by players has been compliant. 

• The League has noted that there has not always been a break in play for 

refreshment and sanitisation of hands and ball.   

• Clubs are reminded of the basic requirements of the Government 

Regulation and FA Guidance. 

• At the time of writing, COVID-19 cases are on the increase and leading to 

‘local lockdowns’ being imposed.  Clubs, players and spectators are 

reminded of the importance of continuing to adhere to all regulations, 

rules and guidance designed to provide a secure environment for the 

game to be played and to ensure that all of us can safely enjoy the game 

of football against the background of the Pandemic. 

Finally, a sincere thanks to all clubs, for making the preparations for grass 

roots football for youngsters to continue to be played in a COVID-safe 

environment.  It is increasingly important that our young people can continue 

to have a regular opportunity to play football.  It’s up to all of us to ensure 

that all appropriate measures are taken that this may continue. 

Testway Youth Football League 

24th September, 2020. 


