
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASC Newsletter 
 

November 2020 

It was great while it lasted… 
It was lovely to see some of our swimmers back at the pool last month, even if it was only for 3 weeks! 
For the short duration we were open we were impressed by how well the swimmers adapted to the new measures 
we had put in place to help control the risks associated with Covid-19. All swimmers adhered to the new rules and 
appeared to enjoy being back in the water.  
 
The management and staff at the Blue Pool have also been impressed with how the measures we put in place to 
reduce the risks have been implemented and followed. So, while I am sure you are all disappointed that our return 
to the pool was cut short by Lockdown 2, we believe that as soon as the pool is able to reopen, we will be able to 
return without delay. This has only been made possible by the efforts and commitment of the swimmers, their 
families, the coaches and the committee in adhering to the conditions that have been put in place – thank you. 
 
We believe that when the pool reopens it will still be operating under restricted hours so at this time, we are still 
unable to secure additional sessions, however we are hopeful that in the not too distant future we will be able to 
offer more sessions, potentially to our Teach to Swim swimmers who we would really like to see back in the water. 
 

Thank you to everyone for your continued support during these unprecedented times.    
 
 
 
15th 
 
 

Minimising the risk of Covid 
Thank you to each and every one of our swimmers, their parents and our 
volunteers for abiding by our Covid risk assessment for the short time we 

were open. It will be the same when we reopen so here is a quick 
reminder of the expectations… 

 
 Arrive at the pool beach ready and on time – failure to do so will result 

in you not being able to swim 
 Do not enter the main building – enter via the side gate and wait on 

the patio until a volunteer says you may enter 
 Always maintain 2 meters apart– both in and out of the water 
 Only use your own equipment - remember equipment should be 

named 
 After your session has finished leave promptly via the patio and 

through the side door to Melksham House 
 
 

Safeguarding 
Our club welfare officer is Vicky 

Clayton. Vicky is the first point of 
contact for children, parents and 
adults within the club who have a 
safeguarding or welfare concern.  

Swordfish have adopted Swim 
England’s Child Safeguarding 
Policy and Procedures called 

‘Wavepower’ 
If you have any concerns regarding 

welfare or safeguarding, please 
contact 

childprotectionofficer@melksham
swordfish.org.uk  

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGM 
This years Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th 
November at 7:30pm. Due to the current Covid-19 restrictions the 
meeting will take place via Zoom.  
If anyone is interested in any of the roles on the committee, please 
contact the club secretary, Vicky Clayton 
clubsecretary@melkshamswordfish.org.uk  
We are particularly looking for a Vice Chair to support our Chair woman. 
It would be lovely to see as many families as possible. Please do not be 
put off attending through fear of being asked to do something, there is 
no pressure (and in any case you can just mute yourself on zoom!)  



Christmas card competition 
As we enter into the festive season we are going to be running a 

Christmas card competition. Please get creative and post your 
Christmas card designs on our Facebook page or email them to 

chairperson@melkshamswordfish.org.uk 
You can complete this in any format using any medium you choose. 

Here are some ideas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We look forward to seeing your designs 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Essential Kit for Swimmers when 
returning to the pool 

When we return to the pool it is 
essential that all swimmers come with 
their own named kit. We are not able 
to loan or share kit because of the risk 

of cross contamination.  
All swimmers must bring the 

following; 
Swimwear 

Towel/Robe 
Goggles 

Swimming hat 
Kickboard 

Saturday 8am Teach 2 Swim & all 
Squad swimmers also need; 

Water bottle 
Fins  

In addition, all squad  
swimmers need 

Pull buoy 
Training Snorkel  

 
 
 

Fundraising 
Whilst everyone is home and doing a lot more online shopping, why not use EasyFundraising to support our club? 

It’s a really simple way to raise money for us through your everyday online shopping with over 4,000 big name 
retailers including Amazon, Argos, John Lewis and ASOS, and it’s completely free! 

Visit  www.easyfundraising.org.uk and search for  
‘Melksham Amateur Swimming Club’ 

All shopping completed via this website will earn us money  
 

Melksham Community Response 
If you, members of your family or 
people in your community are 
vulnerable or elderly you can request 
help from the 400 volunteers who are 
supporting Melksham Community 
response. The volunteers are able to do 
shopping, collect prescriptions or just 
make a friendly phone call. Further 
details can be obtained at 
www.melkshamcommunity.co.uk 
or you can email them  at 
support@melkshamcommunity.co.uk 
or phone 01225809265 
 

Support during Covid-19 
Wiltshire Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service has created 

some helpful resources to support children and young people 
experiencing worries about coronavirus. 

https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/camhs/ 
There is also a link to adult mental health services on the same 

website 
Young Melksham also have a Teen talk and advice line for young 

people aged 11 – 25. Details can be found on their website 
https://youngmelksham.org.uk/what-we-do/teentalk 

Club Kit 
MASC Swimsuits and jammers (boys fitted swim shorts) are now in 

stock and can be purchased via the club. 
Swimsuits up to 34” are £18.00,  36” and over are £21.60 

Jammers up to 32” are £18.00 and 34” and over are £21.60 
Pease send an email to kitmanager@melkshamswordfish.org.uk with 

your details and the size you require. Prices start from £18 
More kit that would make great Christmas presents can be found at 

initiallyyours.co.uk   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Website: www.melkshamswordfish.org.uk 
Facebook: melkshamswordfish 
Twitter: @MelkSwordfish  

 

Learning the ropes of competitive swimming Open meets   
Officials & Disqualifications 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There are 3 levels of officials: level 1, level 2 and referee. Level one is entry level, and you can qualify from the age 
of 15. As a level one judge you will be a timekeeper, judge of turns and a relay take off judge. You will be positioned 
at either end of the pool and will manually time a race using a stopwatch. As a level 2 judge you will become 
qualified in judging strokes. You will walk up and down the pool watching the swimmers to ensure the stroke rules 
are complied with.  

 
 

When you attend meets you will notice the abundance of people 
dressed in white standing around the pool. These people are judges and 
timekeepers and play an essential part in competitive swimming. 
Without them swimmers’ times cannot be officially recorded on the ASA 
swimming site. When a club attends a meet, they have to provide an 
equitable number of officials to the number of swimmers they have 
attending. We are very fortunate to have a small group of qualified 
officials at MASC. We really appreciate the time they give up enabling 
our club to participate in competitive swimming. If you are interested in 
becoming an official, please contact the club and we can arrange for you 
to be trained. Not only will this support our club, it will also give you the 
best view of the pool! 
 

Neither a level 1 nor level 2 judge can 
disqualify a swimmer, their role is to 
report any infringements to the referee. 
Judges have to be certain that they saw 
an infringement, if there is any doubt 
then the disqualification does not stand. 
Judges level 1 & 2 are often referred to as 
J1 & J2.  
The highest level of qualification is 
referee. To achieve this an official will be 
assessed in practical sessions and in an 
exam. The referee is in overall control of 
the competition. It is the referee who 
listens to what the judges have observed 
and makes the final decision on whether 
it is a disqualification or not. 
As a parent watching it can be hard to see  
or accept why your child was disqualified. 
Often the infringement is small and may 
only be noticed by those closest to the 
pool. The chart here is the disqualification 
sheet used by judges, as a Team Manager 
I keep this on poolside with me to help 
swimmers understand why they may 
have been disqualified. 
A swimmer can appeal a disqualification. 
But this can only be done via the Team 
manager or coach.  
 


