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On	Field	 Off	Field	
2020		Reflections	on	the	year	
Following the issuing of ECB guidelines, nets 
were opened at the end of May, with strict safety 
conditions and a booking system. Socially 
distanced training for small groups began in June 
and senior matches started on 11 July.  Leagues 
were reduced in scale due to COVID-19 
restrictions.  
 
Academy training was eventually provided for 
every year group throughout the summer 
holiday, with matches at many levels, and new 
members were recruited. Girls’ Emerging Player 
squad formed. 
 
All matches and training were conducted in line 
with a strict risk assessment and guidance was 
shared with players, coaches and managers.  
 
u16s and u19s reached County finals for second 
year running. U16s won Matchplay for second 
time in our history – previously 2014 – beating 
Springfield. u12s reached the semi-final of the 
third major Essex junior tournament. 
 
Four Academy players made debut in EAPL with 
1st XI – Henry Howarth, Henry Rodda, Alex 
Pierson, Stan Leech. 
 
No overseas players due to COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 
New T20 kit in use sponsored by Saffron 
Insurance. 
 
Scoreboard lighting upgrade (supported by 
Prestige and Village).  New outfield and pitch 
mowers purchased with the aid of grants and 
donations.   
 
SWCC signage now adorns clubhouse and “lifts 
the entire ground” – sponsored by KMD Wealth 
Management. 
 
Academy Awards event held by age group to 
ensure safety. Senior Awards event postponed. 
 

Plans for player sponsorship hampered by 
COVID-19 impact on businesses. 
 
COVID Champions – 12 volunteers nominated 
for work to ensure functioning of the club 
despite COVID-19 restrictions. 
 
Rather than ask for subscriptions, the club 
sought donations. Some parents and VPs were 
particularly generous. Along with some 
exceptional donations of £21k, the club also 
received £9k in contributions and donations for 
the 2020 season. 
 
Uttlesford Business Grant secured at beginning 
of lockdown; this was available for entities 
paying Council tax.  Reso Foundation Grant also 
received for 2020 year. Unsolicited grant from 
Golf Club and Ethan Linwood Foundation – 3 
gazebos purchased 
 
Town Council resurfaced car park and 
approach road – some issues with height of 
speed bumps. 
 
Jeff Goodwin bench installed. 
 
Three new trustees appointed: Daniela Karsten, 
John Bagley, Richard Porch 

 
New volunteers recruited – Database Manager, 
photographer. 
 
Formal social events had to be cancelled, but 
the bar was eventually opened in line with our 
risk assessment and following some physical 
and procedural changes: plastic screens, 
sanitisers, table or window service, card 
payments only. 
 
Death of Graham Harding, producer of fixture 
card and Academy Certificates, designer of club 
gazebo. Claire Webber appointed to produce 
fixture card etc. 
 
 
 



 
2021	Looking	ahead	including	some	close	season	priorities	
Invest in improving SWCHS facilities (e.g. secure 
cupboard, ball stop net, pair of new sightscreens 
at AAPF with old ones being transferred to 
SWCHS). 
 
Live streaming of 1st XI home matches 
 
Old nets refurbishment. 
 
Additional ground needed 
 
Launch of our Unselectables initiative. 
 
Introduce some sublimated-print shirts with 
juniors as a pilot (these would have a reduced 
lead time for ordering compared with current 
stock). 
 
Re-establish Crocus (disability) squad. Plans for 
relaunch of Crocus Cricket with SWCHS 
postponed from 2020. 
 
Match v USAF – 76th anniversary of the end of 
WW2 (should have been this year) 
 

Cambs v Essex Showcase Match scheduled for 
16 July as part of a national programme and 
also as part of SW Carnival (should have been 
this year). 
 
New approach to coaching to ensure quality 
 
Completion of clubhouse refurbishment inc. 
heating and electronic fob access 
 
Partnership with Saffron Striders. 
 
Improved storage for ground equipment, 
gazebos etc. 
 
We need some additional volunteers – Disabled 
Cricket Officer, Assistant Secretary, additional 
u13 manager, Press Officer, Sunday café. 
 
Refurbishment of benches around ground. 
 
 

 


