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Refurbishment of the artificial turf pitch at the Meole Brace 
School/Roman Rd Sports Centre and Shrewsbury Hockey Club’s 
supporting fund raising programme for the project. 
BACKGROUND

As many of you will be aware, the artificial turf pitch (ATP) at the Roman Rd Sports Centre/Meole 
Brace Secondary School has gone beyond its expected useful life span.

Shrewsbury Hockey Club, with the support of England Hockey and the Shropshire Hockey 
Association, has been working with Shropshire Council Leisure Services for last 3-4 years to try and 
secure the future of the ATP at Roman Rd Sports Centre for hockey use.

A plan now agreed for the ATP refurbishment by Shropshire Council, Meole Brace School and 
England Hockey, is for the existing synthetic grass playing surface, underlying shock pad and 
floodlighting to be replaced so that the facility continues to be suitable and available for hockey use 
by the School, Shrewsbury Hockey Club and Shropshire Hockey Association.

The intention is that these works will be undertaken during the summer of 2022 so that the 
refurbished facility can be ready for use by the School, Club and Shropshire Hockey Association from 
the beginning of September 2022.

FUNDING STRATEGY FOR THE ATP REFURBISHMENT 

The estimated total cost of the proposed refurbishment work to the ATP is £280,000.

The funding strategy agreed by Shropshire Council, Meole Brace School, England Hockey and 
Shrewsbury Hockey Club is:

Shropshire Council                   £196,000  (via its Community Investment Levy (CIL) fund)                                               

Meole Brace Secondary School      £56,000                                                                                                      

Shrewsbury Hockey Club                 £28,000  

RETURN ON THE CLUB’S PROPOSED INVESTMENT OF £28,000 IN THE ATP REFURBISHMENT

In return for investing £28,000 of club raised funding in the project, as well as getting a facility that 
will be fit for purpose, the Club will get: longer term security of use of the facility (it has no security 
of use at present); more hours of use of the facility for junior and senior hockey training/coaching; 
and the opportunity to work closely with Meole Brace School and Shropshire Council Leisure on 
plans for development of the sports facility(ies) on the site over the medium and longer term. All 
details of this are to be set out in a “Memorandum of Understanding” and  “User Agreement” 
between Meole Brace School and Shrewsbury Hockey Club, which will also involve and be worked up 
in partnership with Shropshire Council Leisure, England Hockey and Shropshire Hockey Association.

CLUB FUND RAISING PROGRAMME

Over the last two months the Club Committee, supported by a Facilities Sub Committee, has been 
discussing a Club Fund Raising Programme to raise £28,000 for the ATP refurbishment project. The 
Club Committee is very mindful that raising £28,000 by March 2022 is a big “ask” and challenge for 
the Club over the next 4 months.
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The individual elements of the Club Committee agreed Fund Raising Programme for the ATP Project 
are:

1 A Club Membership Levy for the ATP Refurbishment

2 Relaunch the Club’s “200 Club” with all income in 2021/22 to go towards the ATP 
Refurbishment Project 

3 Invite individual Club Members to do their own individual fund raising activity(ies)

4 Invite all Junior and Senior Club Teams to do their own fund raising events and activities

5 Ask local Companies, Organisations and individuals (Club Members and others) for 
sponsorship, donations or no/low interest free loans

6 Invite Club Members, relatives, friends, others and organisations to buy a virtual strip of 
the refurbished Roman Rd ATP .

7 Pursue any external grant or interest free loan schemes the Club would be eligible to apply 
for.

8 Run a Crowd Funding Appeal

9 Organise a number of Club Social Event(s)/other activities 

Over the next days and weeks Club Members will be receiving more detailed information about the 
individual elements of the Fund Raising Programme in a variety of ways including via Club email, the 
Members Section of the Club Website, Club Committee Members, Team Captains and Managers and 
social media.  Keep an eye out or ear open for these and please participate in the fund raising 
campaign in any way you can.

The Fund Raising Programme will be overseen, managed and monitored by the Club Committee’s 
Facilities Sub Committee which will report regularly to the Club Committee on progress.

What can you do now?

Do you, your relatives or friends  have any particular expertise, experience, knowledge or skills that 
you/they can share to help with the Club’s Fund Raising Programme?  

Do you, your relatives or friends work for or know of a Company or organisation that you think might 
be able to help in any way with the Club’s Fund Raising Programme? 

Are you interested in doing your own individual fund raising activity(ies)?

If so, if you let Andy Howitt (Club Chair) know about this by email shrewshockeyclub@gmail.com or 
phone 07879406433 that would be very much appreciated. 

Please try to support the Club’s fund raising campaign in any way you can.
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Financial Management 

All monies raised as part of the Club’s Fund Raising Programme for the ATP Refurbishment Project   
will be channelled into a dedicated Club bank account for the ATP Project which will be overseen, 
managed and monitored by the Club’s Finance Sub Committee (Chair, Treasurer and Membership 
Secretary) which will report regularly to the Club Committee on progress. The Bank Account details 
will be posted in the Members Section of the Club’s Website 

Information, publicity and promotion 

Over the next weeks and months, the Club Committee intends to use the Club Website, social media 
platforms, promotional leaflets and material as appropriate to keep everyone informed about the 
fund raising programme. 

If anyone would like to know more about the fund raising campaign you might be able to find what 
you are searching for from a list of  “Frequently Asked Questions about the Club’s Fund Raising 
Programme for the Refurbishment of the Artificial Turf Pitch ” which you can find on the Club’s 
Website or contact Andy Howitt (Club Chair) by email shrewshockeyclub@gmail.com or text/phone 
07879406433 who will try help or point you in the direction of someone else who can.
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