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ENGLAND HOCKEY TALENT and  
PLAYER PATHWAY SYSTEMS 

Why a new Talent System? 

 

England Hockey's aspiration is to create: 

• A phenomenal generation of players which the hockey community in England and Great 
Britain are proud of. 

• Exceptional talent development environments which breed competition for places at every 
level and lead to a vibrant elite game in England. 

• English clubs excelling in European club hockey and role models inspiring through 
consistent international success. 

• A player identification and development system which attracts and excites young people 
and inspires them to be the best they can be and which values both current performance 
and future potential. 

• Safe, enjoyable, and inclusive talent development environments with a duty of care for 
everyone's wellbeing. 

What Are The Pillars? 

 

 



 

In order to create a greater depth and breadth within the talent pool, the new Talent System was 
developed to cater for the individuality of each player, ensuring a thriving environment for all. 
Through the building of shared performance and talent ambitions with clubs and schools, it will 
enable more fluid movement for players to transition into the right environment for them. 
Through the Right Athlete Right Environment principles (RARE), the Talent System hopes to put 
the athlete at the heart, whilst ensuring high quality provision and greater diversity throughout. 

WHAT IS THE PLAYER PATHWAY? 

The Player Pathway is the County Hockey Programme within the Talent System. It provides an 
environment that helps all junior players realise their potential. 

The Player Pathway recognises that all players develop at different stages and ages. Placing 
flexibility within its process to ensure the ‘right’ player is in the ‘right’ environment for the 
majority of their contact time, whatever their level may be. 

Once you are in The Player Pathway you will receive coaching opportunities each year relative to 
your development needs and ability.  

It is hoped that by the end you will have developed and enjoyed your Hockey and that it’s been 
tailored to your needs along the way. 

Derbyshire Hockey Development Centres are the first step towards reaching the very top. They are 
the foundation and the entry point towards further representative hockey opportunities within 
the system. 

 

 

 



 

The centres will be led by experienced coaches who will coach in accordance with the England 
Hockey coaching philosophy and deliver their ‘National Development Themes’ for players. 

Players will be assessed and possibly selected for progression through to Derbyshire County 
Hockey fixtures for AC which will run from Sept 2023 through to May 2024. 
The ACs/County teams and will compete with ACs from other Counties. Those players not 
progressing to ACs will be encouraged to continue with school and club hockey and will be 
provided with information on local activity until the DC cycle begins again the following season.  

IMPORTANT: 

Registration to take part in Derbyshire Player Pathway activities (DC and AC) must be completed 
online at: www.playerpathway.englandhockey.co.uk 

Please ensure that you tick the appropriate boxes i.e. Medical, Transportation, Photography etc 
and then click the SAVE button. 
Players already registered/already in the system do not need to re-register but MUST check their 
existing registration details and tick the consent boxes when prompted to do so by a system email. 

IMPORTANT: At each scheduled training session parents or an assigned responsible adult will 
need to sign the attending player in and provide emergency contact details and confirm any 
medical conditions. Failure to do so will result in the player being unable to train.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DERBYSHIRE HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 
DEVELOPMENT CENTRES (DC’s) 

 



 

                                                                     

SESSION 
DATE AGE 

GROUP 

TIME VENUE COST 

 

#1 

Tuesday 6th 
June 

U13  
Boys and Girls 

18.30 – 20.30 Belper 
Hockey Club 

 

 

£72 

Payable in 
advance 
for all 6 
sessions 

 
2 hr session 
for each age 

group on 
each date 

Thursday 8th 
June 

U14 to U17  
Boys and Girls 

18.30 – 20.30 Belper 
Hockey Club 

 

#2 

Tuesday 13th 
June  

U13  
Boys and Girls 

18.30 – 20.30 Belper 
Hockey Club 

Thursday 
15th June  

U14 to U17  
Boys and Girls 

18.30 – 20.30 Belper 
Hockey Club 

 

#3 

Tuesday 20th 
June  

U13  
Boys and Girls 

18.30 – 20.30 Belper 
Hockey Club 

Thursday 
22nd June  

U14 to U17 
Boys and Girls 

18.30 – 20.30 Belper 
Hockey Club 

 

#4 

Tuesday 27th 
June  

U13  
Boys and Girls 

18.30 – 20.30 Belper 
Hockey Club 

Thursday 
29th June  

U14 to U17  
Boys and Girls 

18.30 – 20.30 Belper 
Hockey Club 

 

#5 

Tuesday 4th 
July  

U13  
Boys and Girls 

18.30 – 20.30 Belper 
Hockey Club 

Thursday 6th 
July  

U14 to U17  
Boys and Girls 

18.30 – 20.30 Belper 
Hockey Club 

 

#6 

Tuesday 11th 
July  

U13  
Boys and Girls 

18.30 – 20.30 Belper 
Hockey Club 

Thursday 
13th July  

U14 to U17 
Boys and Girls  

18.30 – 20.30 Belper 
Hockey Club 

DERBYSHIRE HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 
DEVELOPMENT TRAINING (DC) 

2023 - 2024 



DERBYSHIRE HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 

Eligibility:  
All players that attended DC during the last cycle. 
New players that fall within the age categories below. 
Returning Derbyshire Academy Players. 

Age Categories:  
U13 (School Years 6, 7 and 8): Born 1st Sept 2010 – 31st Aug 2011; 1st Sept 2011 – 31st Aug 2012; 
1st Sept 2012 – 31st Aug 2013; 
U14 (School Year 9): Born 1st Sept 2009 – 31st Aug 2010 
U15 (School Year 10): Born 1st Sept 2008 – 31st Aug 2009 
U16 (School Year 11): Born 1st Sept 2007 – 31st Aug 2008  
U17 (School Year 12): Born 1st Sept 2006 – 31st Aug 2007 

How do I sign up for Development Centre Coaching sessions? 
Please click on the link below to complete this short questionnaire 
https://forms.gle/fydjjDqk4X1L4s5YA 

What does it Cost? £72.00 for all age groups 
Attendees will be required to pay for the 6 sessions/12 hours of scheduled age group coaching 
time in advance, irrespective of the numbers of hours’/sessions they actually elect to attend.  

Preferred method of payment is a bank transfer 
Account Details: Sort Code: 40-15-20; Account Number: 52046415 

Please ensure that you make it clear which player/age group you are making payment for e.g. DC 
U15G E. Abel or DC U13B M. Abel. 

What do I need to bring with me? 
Hockey stick, shin pads, gum shield, food/drink, and appropriate clothing for the weather. 

   

DEVELOPMENT CENTRES 
FREQUENTLY ASKED 

QUESTIONS 

 
 
 
 



DC Assessment? 
There will be no formal written or online assessments for DC activity. 
Coaches will provide continual feedback during the sessions - both individually to players as well 
as to groups.  
Progression to Derbyshire Hockey Association County Training will take place at the end of the DC 
cycle. Players will be notified in August 2023.  



 
Please find below the provisional dates for the Derbyshire Hockey County Training (AC).  
These will be held at The Ellis Astro, Shobnall.  
The aim of county hockey is to offer high quality training and competition providing a platform 
from which to identify talented players. Each age group will have a 1.5hr session on each date. 
 

SESSION DATE AGE 
GROUP 

TIME VENUE COST 

 

#1 
Sunday 

10th Sept 
2023 

U13 – U17 

Boys and Girls 
09.30 – 16.00 

Ellis Astro 
Burton HC 

£72 

Payable 
in 

advance 
for all 6 
sessions 

 
1.5hr 

session for 
each age 
group on 
each date 

 

#2 
Sunday 

17th Sept 
2023 

U13 – U17 

Boys and Girls 
09.30 – 16.00 

Ellis Astro 
Burton HC 

 

#3 
Sunday 
1st Oct 
2023 

U13 – U17 

Boys and Girls 
09.30 – 16.00 

Ellis Astro 
Burton HC 

 

#4 
Sunday 
22nd Oct 

2023 

U13 – U17 

Boys and Girls 
09.30 – 16.00 

Ellis Astro 
Burton HC 

 

#5 
Sunday 
3rd Dec 
2023 

U13 – U17 

Boys and Girls 
09.30 – 16.00 

Ellis Astro 
Burton HC 

 

#6 
Sunday 
7th Jan 
2024 

U13 – U17 

Boys and Girls 
09.30 – 16.00 

Ellis Astro 
Burton HC 

As we operate a policy of continual assessment and in order to make the most of the coaching, 
players should attend as many sessions as possible.  
Additional training and Midlands AC fixture dates will be confirmed nearer the time.   

DERBYSHIRE HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 
COUNTY TRAINING (AC) 

2023 - 2024 



DERBYSHIRE HOCKEY 
ASSOCATION 

Code of Conduct for Parents 
• Do not force an unwilling young player to participate. 
• Encourage your child to learn the rules and play within them. 
• Set a good example by recognising fair play and applauding good      

performances of all. 
• Never shout or belittle your child for poor performance. 
•  Publicly accept coaches and umpire’s decisions. 
• Support the coaches and managers. 
• Help your child recognise good performance, not just results. 
• Insist your child uses protective equipment such as mouth guards and shin 

pads. 

Useful Information 

Key Contacts: 2023 - 2024 

POSITION NAME MOBILE EMAIL 

Player Pathway   
 Lead Coordinator 

Sarah Abel 07881 606136 sarah.abel01@googlemail.com 

Player Pathway 
Central Administrator 

Judy Hooker 07746 487045 judynigel@btinternet.com 

Player Pathway 
Treasurer 

Ian Whetton 07950 478198 whettons@tiscali.co.uk 

Player Pathway   
Welfare Officer 

Ian Whetton 07950 478198 whettons@tiscali.co.uk 

Belper Lead DC 
Coaches/Coordinators 

Luke Wardell 07976 521808 lukewardell658@gmail.com 

Mark Lamb 07876 441698 mlamb2976@gmail.com 

 



DERBYSHIRE HOCKEY 
ASSOCATION 

Venues: 2023 - 2024 
Shobnall: Ellis Astro, Shobnall Leisure Complex, Shobnall Road, Burton on Trent, 

Staffs, DE14 2BB.  

Belper: Belper Meadows, Christchurch Meadows, Bridge Street, Belper, Derbyshire, 

DE56 1BA.  

Useful Websites 
Derbyshire Hockey Development:  http://derbyshockeydev.clubbuzz.co.uk/ 
 
England Hockey:    www.englandhockey.co.uk 
 
Talent System:    https://www.englandhockey.co.uk/play/talent-system 

Active Derbyshire:  https://makingourmove.org.uk/ 

 

 
 
 
 
   


